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NEWS SECTION

Car Stora;e - Soom is still availabfe i.n the warehouse for
vom earts for carse carse boats, airBlanes, coVered
vra*ions, etc. This sBace is Brimarily for stora;e,
not heated., but Brotected- from'the elements. The- 

'

arga is Batrol.led. by an armed."quard. pl+ hgurs a day.
and- overhead. sprinkfers are Brovid.ed., Cal]' Dennlb
Mc0al" for infc,rmation 852-236]. - . .

Dues - 3e*i.onal dues were to be paid, by lviarch 1. are

- 
you late? Dues are to ne-Biia aii'"cf1v 

-to-lon
Pgyor . (ZOZO s. u.€n€vere Avenue, Huntsvilie, Alabama
5)803) and. a{e Bresent}y p5.00o

Ngw Eacgs-.New Plaess - The lrlorth Alabama Be,';ion-is in-
vited. to the AJabama Sesquleentennia] bein; celebrated,
at Fort Paynee Alabamae JuIy 25, 26, and. Z?, 1969.Parties, antique fashion shovrs, Barad.es, antique
auto d.isBla]Isr and. a tor.rr t0 Llttle Siver canyon
are Blanned.. r,ets Bl€,n to .so and, take our ol.d ears.ft is a beautifu] Bart of Alabama.

ecial NotigE - Those North Alabama 3e;ion, d_esi,riru
name bad.;e s" Blease contact }fr. C lark },Ioote at the
next meetino-Zg Hay 69. The eost of bad.*es unlll be
about t$J..50 each.

V

$!gpe, Moun,tai+ Sqlp' -" The North Alabama 3e-lion is sBonsorlru
a tour to the !'Stoue },lor"ntain o 69 Invitational Meet "at Stone trrtountain, v.dr On Jrrne 20 eL969, This promises
to be one of the Jar:+est meets in the South this year.
Thi-s meet ruj.]f -Drobably d-rar',r over 20Q cars. Thefaci,lities at Stone Xfountain are errce]]eht for an
antique car meet and. the southeastern Be*:ion is a
lvond.erful host iiiitfi many ad.d.iti6na] Events planned.
be sid-e s cEr j ud-*in*, such as a ;asli,;ht Barad,e on
Trid.ay ni;ht and. timed troBhy runs and" sBrint races
on_,Sund.ay: - :

All members Blannin* to Join the tour are
ur*red to eontact Ilerb Fulmere 88I-2++6 or Ernest
Cross, 852-405I by June J.0, igog. The Tour r,rill
form at Dunnavants l,{aI} Barkin; }ot on Friday, *

20 June 1969 arrd. nriil" d.epart at 7 t5O A"M, A re;lstrat-
i.on blank is includ-ed. r^i"ith thi.s issue.



geUl:ljii*$i:Bi!-"lt$JrilJ-*-{*Jl illli*l:U!{i[,.QiiJlLqr-US. ,!L.*dtrlg**-i-i["L
-q T0 i :rL, ifct Ma-i u -:$ "?-.J .s: J ir,Li gli i"L " Y$H.J. ;. .ij,r Nry* ?g:li"d*. J. :;tsg

:"d s$ll ia[f i;n * *:ji!]:!L ii !-.'I u: ltl* j -Ji il - G i] J-r,.il
(for list of nlany mote I rcoofi,riod,etions anC rlilre cletalle ci lnfnrtnatlot'r wrlte:

Pn O. Box 427, $torr'. i,huntairr, Ga. 300S3)

REG]STtTATIOI.J F O tt I'ri

li;\fuiE /,Dlllt f;s$i

I\{AII€ Oi: CAR

CYi.INirHitlt

BilDY STYLE

2 or 4-ljiHiiEl BRiiKES-fFr?.il-iEt adclitional cars on back )

Rir'gtstratlon Firg (Sl.tlO per car)r......ri.....r..r..r.......o...rr.tf r

FIea i',;lrlcct Sjpace ($l.OO pcr 10 ft. space)...r............f.rr.r.r....

ttUseiltl Antitlu* Lul.c Lct($5.0O pex car)....r..rrr0rr.r.r...............

ADLILT Buffet l3arlquct j'ickets ($S.OO each).......r...cr....r.o.....o..,

cH:t-o (rr & under) Buffet Banquet Tlckets ($g.oo each)...............'
l.fumbr:r for Friday Eventng Got-Acquaint,ld Party - Free.......

(plca sc
U$jLTp: Irirs. Ann

WE t.fOl-lLD /'PF'iti:CiA.TE

TCT/rJ, i-llrJL0Sr:IJ. . . . . $

nrake chi:cks pgy3"[Ig to $CtJi'lIEASTi:R;'l it|:tiIOi{14./:r,.C .A. )

Eady, I42g Rence Drive, Decatur, Cr''orgia 30032

SLIQK- &_!'ijlI';_Illl-orq__ctF YCUR_Q,qB /\Loj\ri IrITF{ lQHtiELE*p.Jigq,4i!$QN.

I wi.ll be
(rlilke car

NAi,iE

YP,LU ji iF, EiiJlE! r,-iP&U

91,:;d to {,erve a s Judge. I
itr lr'c;lI.5 ). Tirlre anrJ pI+ice

Af,rDnESS

a Hlsass-uell- s;.lh-J str qlmli.sn

feol niorrJ qualified tn judge
fcr Ji-idg;ls r nrectittg iiosi{id in Inn Lchb,y'

cttiti

Frlday F 1:00
Zr00
B:30

$aturday B:0C
B :00

Llt30

7r30
Br30

10 :00
Sunday 9 r 30

1I t0O
I:00
3: O0

BrL5

Ll r00

3130

SCIEDUI,E OF EVINTI;
RcqistirTiil--rt $;'Giirur at 7 PNi) - FIea lu'iarice';t Cpens

Inforrnal pooisiCe 6st-Aceuai.ntr-'d Farty .tt Inrt
Gasliqht Parade
Registratlon N'ieet area open to cars
FIea l,'iarlce''t & tttjsedt' Antiqr-re Auto Lot Cpen
Judglng Nuarly all AACA classes (rnrlth fevr variations)
pr,.,ctucilon caxs through 1939 - 4 classes for l'{ndt:} A t s

Entcrtalllfir{lot for J.aclles
Euffct Dinner - Stoitr: liiountaln Inn C':rurtyard
Trcrphy l\'.rrarclg irrogr'arn rr It It

Dis-cr.tss the Jucigcs ilnd Kick Tlrcs
CarlIlon & Shnrt Fraycr $ervlce at Arriphithcat,or
TimerC &'iountain Trophy Run
Sprint Races
ttYoutall Come tsacke w(i hope you h;d a good time j"

-



aITTI quq ' APPaRurr

lgro-19 20

by Harrlet Coble

Havlng ended our flrst artlcle wlth the ear oEner
bent over hls crankr w€ are happy to move lnto the
second deeade of the zOth Century wlth some very
upright suggestlons for proper attlre, alded. to-sone
eTte+t by Ketterlngts lnprovenents on the eleetrle
s tart e r.

The women I s elothing styles abandoned the S-shape
o f the turn o f th e centuiy aira to ok on a strBl ght ,loose-flttlng aBpearance. Frenelr iies ir.flr1er Pa.uf Polretfreed women f ron attacks. of tlthe vlaporB " ( brought on
Fy tf ghtly laeed..dresses) ..by .lift.Lng waisiline5 andlntroduclirg the "trotteur" br hol,bl.6*si; trt. Fashion-able ladle5 of the tlmes found, l'b dlf :"""cult, 1f notimpgqslble, to board the bus, the latest neans ofpubll c transportatlon.

I{hl1e Pglret was showing styles wlth an Orlentaltnfluence and vlolbnt colors; thb ratest tiend;-lncluded the flrst newsreel or the susa-Mount CenlsMotor R.ace, and an upswlng in suffragett,e actlvltles.thl s was the era of tfre first 50o-mi f e f ndi anapoli srace and the men clung flercely to thelr rights byreferrlng to the autouobile in- the masculln6 gender.

lhe ttlampshade tf tunr c over a narrow und ersklrtwas a fashion trend . of the early t,eens o By 1915 theunderskrt was abandoned by $ome and the tunle
}:lglhened to becone a shbrt sk1rt, usually worn wlth11ttle boots. The v neckllne appeired i"-ilro**oTtapparel, but lt was denounced bi'- *lergy as lnnoraland by_ doctors as dangerous to healihl" Automoblleswere also sheddlng some of thelr cv-mbersome featuresas mo re than 1OO fl ms began to uanufacture cycl ecars .

rn an effort to sell nore cars, advertlsersappealed to the women by offerine- srierr 
-h;lpf;i- -

aceessories as Metzgertb Autonnatfc tr{lndsiri6ta (toprotect auto occupants from the cold wlnd of winder) rauto heater.sl €lect11c starters and electrlc iiglits,and the emphasls on closed cais kept uilady 
-w"ffi--and

dry on the muddy roads.

Tbe Hgrs.elesF AEg appeared to reflect the newsof the auto worrd--an?t-tn6- ueglnning; of car assenblywere apparent soon after the-seldeil patent was heldtnrralld. For less than $SOo llenry F6rd would sell



you a. tourlng Car"--Ro wonder he was seIllng a guarter
bt a nllllon ears a year by 1914.

Although some men' and wonen gave eonslderable
thought to wfrat thef vior.ll.d wear while rldlng ln an
auto of thls perlod, the nunber of persons actually
ownlng a car was such a small part of the populatlon
that oar olrners tllal llttle to lnfluenee styles.

'* l' ',' ; .i i .1t".
" Oentlemen wore a vest r, tfousers;, hlgh+collared

starchrd{'' shlrt, i tle and tle BIn, - and : glcveb;i'- Tbe
" cdfflesd trous6rs were'"ustrel,iy'itrl"ped or : chdcked.
Pdhama hats and 'boaters were'irora .14 the surnmetr,
wtth bowlers and wlde-brlmned black felt-hats,f,or
more fornal oecaslons.

, For the open e.&r, men contlnued, to'. bundle up ln
dustcog.tsr F€ated eapi and huge spc,y:ia,l-i .goggles.Ladles lrore long" tallored sults r' jai;o rcC.' blousesr and
dustcoats, alt topped wXth toques ,a'r:d short'vells.

3ut: b.ef,'ot" ifn" leap tnto, the F'qa,:.,'r,,; 20 t s, the
fenlnlne gender assbrtea t!seif.'., Clrre ;,'-,'i.'cer' described
a certaln-car as havlng ttttie $raee. 1,1: e e;llui' 'llnes,
the vlvael.ty of a seductress; she e.Lec. Itur;sesses.^avlrture laeked by nany won€rl--perfeut obadl ence, "

;
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Ninth Series
Packard, l.{orlei 9C0 e

Coupe }ioad-ster

by Tom Ho].ley

The beautif u} Pac!.lard- eriqua si-tely p:-ctirred- i s the
reCent porchas* of !r., I.,n I[. fecra,ft anfl fae*]y, WA|
ffilma Circle SE, Huntsvi J.}-e" Ala.

The rOadsters &s C,)rnmonly cali*d* sold. new ]',[arCh
Ig33 in Siehmond-, 

-Va,,, 
arr'L finaly to lloc in Ll.naa, Ohio.

Iryhen the car liias on L, s way to Hrmtsvrl-]'e, -f nII?s involved"
fi a- minOr aCci.C"ent v,lh,:-ch result;ed" in Cc-nsirie:i:3bie
aami'u to the ]ef t rear Df the ,ca{ " l;f a-r-}rc,ne",!ut ,:l^ '.

O:n l{inth Serie s taii }i.a;i.rt tliey "'C,Cno t n".'e;1,, SiYg DOC

a- carr. IIe probab-i.],- ha s Scme ihins to t,i-a,1e f ur it.
The Ninth Seri.e s, Ii;i:t Eighl s was pr'oil-r;e ed- from

Jan. 9n J.|ZZ ihro6.{ur 3.il,, 5, :-i5i a,nrl rer;tll-;;j,J in
6iio car o of foir t'{)f,y sty}e s."C,)i.lpe, couBg road"stert
coupe sed-an, and- seC,ah. fne tota} Ninth Serie s Fro-
d-uction wbs'abo[lt i6, 500 eags' The factory- ]'ist. Brice
of the Light eiaht was '4;L?95, except the sed-an whieh
ilur-5izfr: lri:. tlre uoaer 9c0 Paekard-s had, a l?7-inch
wh6elbasd and- vrreighted, anout l+000 pound. The dngine of the
lisht eiehts is an g-cylinderr-reo-cubic in, 33/L6 bore,
5 inch stqoke, prod-ucina 1f,0 horseBower.' ----The iA""iri- lgSZ Automobile Sliow held. in the manf
},[anhattan hot"].- tobbies lrr;as stYictiy a wind'ow shoBpinE-'
#f*ir for--most of the motorina public. Cars rrere biaaer
and- heaVier. Pacfar'cl, Auburnu li.nco]n, and- Pierce Arrovrs
hacl nelrv tweiv*-cyfinA6r nod.els" ]',{ost had- been Brevious}y
a""ouneed, Convbrtibles"urith d-i.sappeaving tops were a new

Crend-" rnsid.e vi sor s beaaa to reBlace out sid-e shade s

in an effort to clecredse lrind- re slstance o Buick, Cad,il-lac,
cli"vlr;r; -D; 

uoio u l:od;e, tasal.}e, an'd- Packarc' offered'
vacuu.m-oBerated. clutche i. C-id. smobile and- Packard- introd-uced-
;;i;metia cholre s. Ford. l'as aaain mad- at the T,rror]c and- uras

ttavina hi s br,,rn Brivate shcw cro s sto',i,'n" Thi s 17as the ye?T

that ForC. i'trodoc*d- the fantous F0rd- r;-8. This ear vrould
start the trenc- to itrexpunsi /e hi,rh,-spe€d. transportaion.
rt vrouJd_ a;-so spaum a new speed.equipment ind-ustry.

At th;-Official auto shorv, Fackard Bresented- the new

I\,[od.e] g00 -Li;ht tri;ht" rt lrrra,s- the first tru]y fi-ne ear
ever proaufta- to su}}-belor',r qp2r000. - rt came in four bod-y styles'
the couBe, Coupe roadster, c6uie qed-anr. which so]d for
,iiiigi;-ilfi the- seaan, ynic3. toin fbr 1r],,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,?50" 

rt was

Packard-o s first atteftpt--uittiavaflin,,i th[ ned-ium*Brice fieJd'
rt had. a stand-ard niant en;ineo the. anEleset reare ivhich-,
first aBBeared- in thil nroe"f, tuo shoe brakes I'rith a v vr

starwhee]-aaj ostm"flt, Tcoxw- r,vheels_, an eiectvic gas ilauiee
and_ solenoid.-oBerated- siarter sr,r'itch, rt i s not consid-ered



a cleqsic"ig cccA, but it is in ,AA0A. wlth the exceptlonof the en*lfie, it had. U.ttle in common even vrnfth the
stand,ard" Ei;ht, unfortunately, from a factory cost
starrd.Boint, it was a f6i-}:re. It cost almost-as much to
build, as a Stand.ard. -Eiaht $ed.an and- so]d. for $690 less.
sj.nce there was a {}500 markuB on the manufactilieroi-coitto the d.ealer, the factory, in ord.er to protect the
d.ealeros markupr had. to selI the cars at-just abor:t factory
co st.

"SXnee manufacturers are not in business for thei r health,
mana*iement d,ecid.ed. it j ust d.idn't have the know-hovr and. the
technlqlues of the bucket shops to aocomB]ish lorrr-.ccst vo]ume
pro+g.gtion. The new plan uras to cease bioAuction cn the 900,lnstitute an executive recruitment B:L,o,jram to sBir'it ar/vay
from * €o€xo,l Motor s and tr'ord. a few brains urho knew the
bucke! mill techniques, and- have a netir med.ium-priced. car on
the mdrket ln two yeari. ft was a ua]} oreerr"b;t Factcird.
knev'r that a med-iurn:priced, car was need,ed to survive. The
1€0 which rlas tntrod.uced. in r%5 r"ras the med.ips-Briced carln referenceo

[u]] cred"it is given to 1{r, S,obert E. Tr.unqutst, Authorof 'The Packard. Storyn, for the infcr'mation contalned. inthis brticle. /,nyonb tnat has not read. this trul-y fine
book shou3d ceTtainly d-o so.
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T0 lrn',ll A CirR

by E, iI. Gcorgc

Thu art of locatingl ;ntic1u.- r cl rssic, and. spucial intcrcst
cars is cluitc a cliff..ri,nt liobby i.." conparcd. to tl:u actuel rcstora,-
tion. Both erc tj-ilc consu.niirg'eirC ruil.uiru infinitu patir;i1cu. Of
thc tr'ro, I think thu tracking clor.n: of c;rs is tl:u nrost fascinating,
Thc scmclr for, olcl cars c;n i.;nvolvu 'i;;rc untirc ferlily. Chilclrun
aru sorilutiurus noru obsuiv;irt tlr,:"n 3'i.vun cri;d"it for. Conpc-bition
( lrho cilii fincL thr. nost olcL c&rs) ar:ion.g cliikircn cf tir; s;ulu .]gu group
can }cu.-F -bhui.t occupiud. wjrilu travuling,

In obtainiir3 your lt"J"cl mite clor'rir .f,s nucrt j,r:fornati,rn as
possibl,-, Look uJr tlic olc;;tion on tliu i;icst clt tilil,rd. na1:
you ctn obtu.i.n. 'Ccunty rnaps can bl e gr;i:t 1iu11:, llli.-r,
is i'Lo nrc,.rrl to bu in e big rush to cjr;cii out e l,,,:,cl_, for if e, cilr
]r;"s bucl: iir a b.:rn for 20 4O yi.;i:'.r's i:rob;bly bu tLi,;rc it*xt
wcclco Of coursc 'bh.,ru 1s tl":; slii.i 1:ossibiiity you i;lfy arrivc
just il,s soiiiooil.; is loacling it o11 ;', tr;;ii,-t-o

Sitrcu ycu i',ru sp;r:iri-ng tii;r,, ;s wull cr.s t,iori.;j- on clieckltig ou-L
& lu-:,cl you 10ay r$ null nili; thu nost of i t o l,alcc 1.- ss tr;vclin.-
baclc ro;ris. iil.run stcrl:pin.r.lt sto::;s, r,;sttu.r,i:-bs, .-ii;.i r-sj)i-;ci.;1ly
ospccially surr,rj-cc sta'bions, ncvjl t"iiss iln opportunity to incluirc,

lic ot?.cc l:acL a. 1*-,-,.rL oir i: t30 Cad.il-1ac f-roi;t tnc si;pl.r"a-bu
sourcoso f'ht, c.Lr r'tr.l,s loc,,,-budr -,,is'b c;f ]iv'lr lilopu. f t tunrcd out to
bu a t55 Oldsnobili,"

Anothur sor-li'cc of lu;rls is to asli ii--1.1.JI():LT old boys rrh;rc thu
oldcs-b c..'"r -Lhuy lcrow of i s lcc,:i;.-cl. ilu f'ouncl d t 22 Circvrolut tour-
ing this nray. J)ont i; losc fiiitl"r if l,.;;Cs ci'onf -L tri.lan, out.tr

idcrarly 'bl'ro yLi-r.rs ago, r.trv i1t,;i::C. of & Stutz Fuarccit nuatr iloorcs*
villc. Aftur d.riving fl-"in;r nil.-.:s in sL;:xtclt, r.rc f"iually locat-cl
tirc or,mcr. ilt clush r,'ir- !;;ru sit'fiir.g on ;: plaiitatio:r--bypr, ir,:usu
b;:cli porch 'calking -bo 4,11 cld.urly i;i-,nt1;t::.;ln r,ri:o ]r;,ii, c,",11vu.rftud 'bhc ctr
(a ttrintorr) into a'r.mi,cici,:r soj:t twunty gi-d,lrs i,goo

Thc ucxt quus-i;iou is irl:r.it to do t:or.r th;-b y()u havu found thc olcl
buSrgy' I fiol i;hat if th.; c;.T is trt-rt rCr.;t v\rou IT.".'jlJr,-,t,o r-,storc, onc
should" pilss tl:v 1r,;c1 orl tc.i:r.oth...l ciir unthusj-ast i,,s soon as,uossiblc.

Sor't,rtii.rus cer collrc-i;ors i.r.T,.. 'ric'bins of th,, ttGr,r,-;itUr grariis
coi,tplux.tt That is a c,tT il: an;d.vur:tlscnrr;nt or,-,lf,t of tcwr a1r.,ra;rs
looks br:ttcr -bhair thu s'i.,u- c.r,i j-n toln:. On<- naJr flncl hinsr.lf flrinking
itts aceci)t;lblu fc;r a, s-i;rani,;r.r to r:iilli,- .r, itrcfit bu'u not e f'riond..

Our club irls 1*-t a lot of fiolr1 o*,i''s slip tlrrr:i-i;h i t r s l:.Jrd.s
by uot passing l;acls on to o-Lh.,r club t;]rrnb.-rei tirrough tlru Jrc.)rs,A fricnd 1n trlorid.'i has ; bu;utiful Pacliard. liu boug{i-b fronr a i{unts--
villian e couplc of ycars agor



How about the ' 36 supercharged, Cord. Phaeton, 0 J6 Paekard
V-12e and. aJ-J. the cars we never knev'; about that left
Hunt svi ]-].e ?

The f ollov;ing ]lst i s some of the car s we ( family )
have located. in the last tvio years iidthiru;l00 miles.
These cars are either for sale by co]]ectors sor in the
Bosession of owners not presently plannina to restore
them. None of these cars are beiru restored- by club
men:bers that f have knovrrlecLee of. I have seen and. Bhoto-
graphed. most of the se car s. The Ii st vlou]d. d.ouble if I
went f5A miles. I11 bet therec s sti]I another lO0 v*orth-
whj.l-e ear s in the area I haveno t found., Sorrgs I tve -:;ot to
fior but Iove just heard of a 050 Fackard. road.ster in Decatur.

39 Alfa Bomeo road-ster $, 2000
39 BX,,tTi 32P roadster
56 Buich 4d.oor
59 Buiek 4d.oor sBecia]
39 Bulek \d-oor limited,
39 Bulck hearse
40 Buick coupe
03 Cad i]-lae
20 Cad.ilfac 4d"oor
3P Cad.i]]ac 4 d.oor *?r* t, 500
\} Cad.:.}]ac l+ d.oor etTjn 

+,+5OOI+I Cad.i]l.ac 4 d,oor
4]. Cad.i]lac ti door fastback
4f Cad.illac 4 d,oor
l+1 Cadillac 2 d.oor Coupe mint t, P00
l+6 Cad.ilf,ac CouBe
5A Cad.i]]ac Eld.orad,o Coupe
5A Cad.i]]-ac E]dorad.o Coupe
5f Cad.illac Eld.orad.o Conv.je Cadi]lac Eld.orad'o Conv,jr Cad.i]}ac Eld.orad.o Coupe q g50o
22 Chevrolet tourins
27 Chevrolet truek
3tr Chevrolet 4 d,oor sed.an
32 Chevrolet Coupe mint
34 Chevrolet 4 d-oor sid.emounts
38 Chevrolet 4 d.oor
36 Cord. l+ d-oor t.2700
36 le soto 4 door
J.F Dod.ge Br other s tr'ire Tr uck q 6000
2A Dod.*;e Brother s Sed,an
5t Ed. se ] 4 d-oor t, 265
5g Ed.se] station t 2-75
.Assorted. *T' Ford.s ( about lO )
26 Tord. *T rr road. ster lr*l€00
26 Ford. lrT * Coupe *I25C
29 I'ord. trAer I+ d.oor fu500

Fayetteville
Athens
Scott sboro
iiunt svi ]l-e
*arClend.ale
Decatur
Paint Boek
"Area
Iiunt svi }J.e
Iukae },iiss.'
Birmingham
Seott sboro
trood.vi]-].e
NormaJ-
Decatur
Scott sboro
Trood.vi}}e
l'forgan City
I,ionrorria
Uonrovia', Iecatur
Ho]-lyurooil
* &rd.end.ale
u.ard.end,ale
Hunt svi].J-e
Scott sboro
Hunt svil-]e
Hunt svi]-J.e
l{elr Hope
Hunt svi]]e
Htmtsvi}}e
Hunt svifl-e
Fayettevi]-J.e
* ard-end-ale
Decatur
Hunt svi}"}e
Hr-rnt svi].J.e



29-EL !'ord. !r Alt s 2 at servlce station
30 Sorcl fiArr CouBe
51 3ord. 3rA8r road.ster
32 3ord. Victori.a sed.an
30-32 Ford. trucks ( about 4 )
37 Forcl Phaeton W750
+0 Ford, couBe {iFOO
Z\ Imperial coube fu300 Hemi.
,, ImBeria] coupe {n?00 Ilemi.
l+7 Ja.uar I,{K I1/
4P KeJ-]er station wa;on
39 Ia Sa]].e t+ d.oor
3r l;Lncoln ZeBher couBe
39 llncoln ZeBher couBe
4? Iinco].n V-12 sed.anette
4P Lineoln V-]2 ZeBher sed.an
1o Lineoln I,[K fI $,zZOo
5A Lincoln I,[K II
5O l;incoln L{K fI
3P }',.[erced.e s road. ster rou,*h
5S Mercedes road.ster US5OO
5S },ferced,e s road- ster
5P }terc ed.e s 300 q, 1P00
30 Packard- 4 iloor
50 Fackard. road.ster
32 Fackard- std., P roail ster
32- Packard. ]ight I coupe
32 Packard. l.isht P coupe
32 Packard. std-. I sed.an
54 Fackard, su, r -?lraeton
37 Packard, ]20 sed-an
37 Packard. 120 sed.an
3? Fackard. sLLo F road-ster
58 Packard. suo P club sed.an
39 Fackard. ].20 + d-oor
39 -Packard. s u. I hear se
4O Packard, 160 couBe
4I Packard. I2O sed-an
I+6 Packard. cliBBer
5] Packard. cl-ibper
5] Packard. 4 d.oor i; U0
2? Eo]]s-iRoyce PI $;5OOO
32 -..loJ.Is-troyce S30C0
37 Ro]]s-!oyce 1p,5000
37 Folfs-lloyce P IIf t, 5000
47 lO]fs-Iloyce { +700
34 trontiac r um ble s eat r oad. st er i lO00
34 Pontiac sedan i, JO00
35 Pontiac sed.an
62 St ud.e baker 4 dooy * P00
tr-F Talbot road. ster

Iluntsvil]-e
uard.enila].e
Hunt svil}e
Garilendale
Gard.end.aJ.e
Gunter sviJ.].e
Hunt svi].]e
Hunt sville
Hunt sville
Fayettevi].Ie
"Area
Hunt svi].]-e
Bichard. Cityg Tenn.
Fiehar0 City, Tenn.
Hunt sville
Hunt svi].J-e
F.}orence
I'].orence
Decatur
Itlbertvi ]]e
Florence
Ilunt srri.}le
Hunt svi]Ie
Ioretto, Terul..
Area
- ard-eod-ale
r"-ard.end"aJe
* a,rd-end-ale
-s,rd-eod-ale
Birminqham
Hunt svi]l-e
Be Jnont, I,[i s s ,
.Ar ea
t"ard.endale
Birmin.ham
T''[nehe ster, Terfno
* ard"e[d-a]e
Hurt svi"}^}e
Gard.end.ale
Fa,ye t tevi le
Hunt svi]]e
Bi-rmineham
C u]].man
* unter s-v-i ]J-e
Guntey svi]J-e
A,thens
Hunt svi]]e
Alber tvi ]fe
Hunt svifle
Scott sboro
HazeJ Green



F ,0.F F A,li E

tg52 Cbev. truck 8c 0 50 trailer, -MC en;ine, runs *ood,
{r,350 !'

19+1 Mercurys 4 d-x'. , Sed-ane Bebuilt en"ilne r, brake s,
and- front ^err,C-. +550, Ernie Cross, 852-\O5I,

f95s Ed.se] 6265.
L926 Ford. uf rr Coupe, CaII Ken Barry, 852*?375.
l-94]. Ford. Club couB6 6800, Cl;rd.e Ber.nett, 5.A4-6165.
19+]. Flyncuth couBe io9?5
].948 Huclson 6 cy], commod-or $+95
19t0 IIuC son 6 cy}. + d-r. Ul+92
I93+ Chr,vsler -Air-flo'uv coupe t1,895-
L937 Cher,' o ?. d-r. 36 e 000 mile s yp99 5
L936 Chev, 2 d.r.
I93I Fo::d. 2 d-r. I sid.e mor,lnt y',2'95
]-94I PlyFiouth + d-r. ?"95
1958 Dod.;e truck b ton {tl 295
19 58 Sord- truck, siake lf 'rOq
J.9 50 Plymouth 2 d-r. 19 e 000 mile s li,EgZ
1949 JeeBster ,6.cy.l.,r i. ':..,. $99r.
L952 Jeepqter 4 cy}, +rtrg\
1932 Packard + C..r. std-. B tr; 

('9 )
L95O Dod-;e coupe e conv. t,i:95.
L952 A}]state 2 d.r. Lr cJ'I. *395.
1952 Cro sleSr 2 d.r. 4 c;r}. a,295
Herman loweryu Boute 5, Harriman, Tenn.

6f,5-8p 2-686I
t6]5-88 2-935L

1937 Ford- Fhaeton, runnin*r, .;ood- restorablee comBlete
car, U;Z 5O

]9 5s Par lcfre sBeed ster v,'ith part s car, ip8 50
19+B M* reT0r! very ,-lood- lith some Barts U1..000
fg+g AfSa 3om*o.-fritfr e,usiom coach r,vorks, chev en;ine, te?50
L947 Ind-ian l,loforcfcle, Chiefu $il-00
-.eor8e Monni"j" Tan;]eliro6d. Acres, Soute 3e Scottsboro,
LgW Tord- rrT " IOv'r milea*le, #2000 01' trad-e " ArJ.e s s
a

Jacgsone LGJT E. Clinton }ven e HuntsviJ-ler Alabama,
phone fu+-5]€5

Car T.ga4ier s For Sa,le

Custom built, altered, closed or oBene Ed-d.ie *snnosrsys
Soute 5, Box 225, I{r"rrtsvi}}e , a5al7, Phone 852-778+ 

V

Iar;e Trai.ler, 2 axj.lsu eJ-ect. brakes, 2 s.parese sprunfi
and l'rith shocks *$+00 Jack }iard-in, Phone 4r3-r729

Waryle.d

1928-+8 Tord
it to someone

Parts Catalo;, Ernie Cross either loaned. Y

and- for*iot luho, Or ito s buried- in his "iaraie'



. Ppqts", Hpt $alg 4 " \?

AII MUAEI 'l,4o Fqrq.paqts -

Tl.miru *eari.005 $A.00 eaeh
Front motqr., suBBort klt, S;1.50
Champion gX spirtc Bln"i. il5:50 set
30-31 2 bdlb headli;hts, gZf Baii
Crank, *f llrnrneel, pre s s ure Blate, turne0 ardSour blade fans $5.00 , :' "Auto}l;ht heater .U:'8.00 :

Clutch pf,ate l$7.56 :j . ;,,, , :Cglinderhead."$?"5o ;" . '

lrgd pressure plate arrd clutch ilisc U,].A,00lepuilt traflsml-ssion ," g22 .. : i
Valve Sprirus 25 cents" b . , '

Belined. brake shoes $8.00 exchan,re
Inner tubes 62.00 each :

PhiI -oobrell, phone BSZI{JI|Z+ 
:

d{ 
'J

p J[ ], p N D-Aq*b,3 gV.,,E N f,_S

X[ay 24-2r--Blrnlngham Antique Auto Show at Fai.r*rolm&s.

June 8--['lorence, Deeatrrr, Buntsvi]le Tour t'o, 'Bankhead. Fotest.
June ]2-&--Central dlvision luational AACA sBrlm Unrt Cedar

3aBld.s, Iowa

June 20-22--Stone Mor:ntaln 069 fnvltational U""t, Stone
L, , tr[ountai.nr ydr

Ausust 16, --4 ffite,imelon bust is in the lBlanniru sta;eswith fun and- ;ames for a1].':
6-12--1969 * Jjdden Tour; ori;lnates -atlinburar':

9-J2--Eabtern prvision Nati,ona] AA0A" fall Meet,
:

Ig?O--SBrin" National Meet, Hr:ntsv:ille, Ala,

SeBt.

Oct,
:,

June

Tenn.

Her shey, Pa.
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fi{E 3IG

by

John Sentley

On July 25, J}"JZ, a 55*eax-o1d. autornobile engineer and. d.esigner
named. trbed.erick'Samucl Duesenberg diecl of ether pneumonia in the [lernorial
I{ospital at Johnstou'n, Pennsylvania. i-Ie d.ied. from injuries sustained.
while d.riving one of hls oi,n'l cars betwe,-;n Philad.elphia and. Inclianapoli-s.
Duesenbergt s passing rated. no banner head.lines j-n the d.a.ily pressr but
ali car lovers icrew hin as a great actor in the gold.en age of American"
automobi 1e s.

Duesenberg lras probably the greatest and. most verse.tile automobile
d.esigner this country has ever known, I{e tirumbed. his nose at established.
id.eas about build.ing cars and. pionccred marqr rad.ically new features.
ii{aybe fate d.id. him a kind"ness, siircc he alrcad.y was fighting a loslng
battle lrrith cancer. A felr mor-e years and. he would. have witnessed the
liquid.ation of his eompay{f and. tlre ad.vent of an era when automobiles
sank to a common level with refrigerators, juke bo:ces and rad.ios.

In the full flush of trbetL Duesenbergt s careerr one of the Big
Three among UoS. auto manufacturers offered. Jrim {F50ro0o a year to hire
his genius, Tlris was morc than triple wlrat he carired. as chief engineor
and. vice-presid.ent of his olm companJr, anrcl though he refused, it is'
easy to see how hls record. inspired. this offer.

Letr s go back to L,Tovember, L92O. That year, the ilel{ luesenberg
I,{od.el A a}uminum*bodied. phaeton stole the sholr at tire ilew York Auto-'
mobile Salon and. Frecl scooped, thi: aut."rinotive ind.ustqa with so mar\y

" fi-rstsrt that i t t s d.oubtful i,rhethcr hi s vi sionarl' i; nt;crpri se ever again
can be cqualed.e muoh less surpassed. IIe l.r&s thc firs-b automobile
buj.lder in the U.S. to put into procluction a.n cight-in-1i,ne car rvith
four-wheol bratrces fitted. to Europee.n cars" The first to use heat*
tr.eated, molybclenum*ste.;1 chassis frame,s for grcatcr strength. and.
mi-ni.mr-un clistortion. Thc first rrith d.urabl-e gpound. gears, i-nstead. of
cas'r, ir the tr."unsrnissi-on, lrith balloon tircs as a stanclard..feature,
with tirc lightwcight tubular axlc of trenenclous resistance (nttore
Bugattits influcnce may have becn responsible for ti:is), and. wlth
higlr-pressure autornatic chassis lu'bricatlou,

Fou:r years later, )re also T,ras the first to offcr a prod"uction
superchargcr for automobilts tirat boosted. ongine powcr by es much as
20 per cent, even th.ou,gi: this clevice lras not yet entirely d.cpcnclable
and, suff'ered. bcaring -brcr:ble s.

Timc ancl again, Duesenberg ce,ule ull nith ide as that wcre labeled.
tf crazy" by inore conservative elements who later toolc a d.eop breath
atrd. swalloltred. their worclso One learned. group who thouglit him a little
unortl:.odox lras thc Society of Automotive lJnginecrsr of which he was a



member and, to whose governing council he was elected. shortly before his
de ath. /r,mong lrbed.t s 't crazierr? ideas Tras that of balr:,ncing the massive
cranksherfts on his cars by means cf liquid mercury weights. The'mercury 

was poured. into cast-iron coritainers with welded tops, b91t-
ed eitirer sid.e of the crank webs, This worlced. flne rintil cen'trifugal
fbrce caused. tire mercury to I'soalin righ'c through tire pores of the cast
iron and. escape, throrring tlre crank off bplanco. Duesenbergr s S'A.8.
colleagucs smiled ind.ulgently when thcy heard. about i-br but at the
next meeting Fbed, was back with a sly grin. "You can go crazy with
fl€ I 

tt he announced.. "I t ve lined" the cotrtaincrs with copperl " There-
after, the Dgesenberg crankshafts stayed bala;:ced. inclefinitely.

During the ycars that saw the lntrorluction of the iriod.el A "Eight-
in-a--Row" to the pubfic, ra.ci-ng vcrsions of this mechanlcal master-
.piece competed. in twenty-seven road. ancl trac]< racos and. i,ron pri-ze
moncy in twenty*four of thcm. At one time or anothcn during their
sixtecn years of manufactr-rre, Duesenberg cars iielcl sixty-six world'
record s for a]l d.i stanccs fron a kilometer to a ti'renty-f our-hor:r
end.urance run. .

The Ind.i anapoli s Spe cd.w all s ' proving gpound. of raany nev iCe as and.

graveyard. of many morca w&s just another strctch along the road.
that brought tr'bcd. Ducsenborg-to. norldr fameo Cars bcaring his name

or using his engines ralt in twenty luiemorial }ay 500*1ii1e raccs
between I9L2 and. 1935. Their spccd. and. stainina realizcd onc of Fred.t s
greatcst arnbitions--a three-tj-rne win, achieved. in L924t L925 a.nd-

1927. In lists of the,first-ten finishers, Duescnbcrgs appcared.
twenty*nj.ne tlmes. llls cars took seven of tho first ten placcs in
1922, cleaning up almost ii5OrOCO in pri-ze money, Joe Soyerr s L924
win at an average of 98,24 miles pcr hour achj.cved. a ncw Specd.lray
record; the averagc of 101 

" 
t3 set by Poter d.e Paolo in i925 stood'

unbeaten for sevcn ycarso

The Duesenberg lras 'eclual1y r,rcll Jcromr as .,\mericat s finest motes-
car, for its long, huslry build proviclcd. an id.oa1 platform for the
sumptuous coachcraft of bocLy builders such as Bnrnn, Jud.Icinsr tr^iil-
loug,rby, Dcrharn, Loc1ce, I,{urphy, Rollstotr, l,a Gr3.n{e, 

_ 
Lc 3aron, Hibbard.t

-ilagin,'and. Castagna,--"i1r" last tr.ro of tr''rench and. Italj-.:n origin.
llhile iu. Grand.c of Incliana cor-rld. he considcred. Iucscnbcrgt s olrn coach-
builclero it ?ras ldurphy of Pasad.ena rdro fashioncd. tFo greatec nr.tmber of
boclics for thc Jatcr ;ioclcl J ( *t least 150 of^ them) before closing
clo1i-no Some inprcssivc cxanples of coaehwork al so T'rere prod.uced. for
Duesenbcrgs by Bohman f'r Schwartzu 1rart suceessors to ilurphyr but
tircse jobs werc custorn-ilaclc to spccial ordcr for rnovie si;ars and.

d.id.n t t come ,rrnd.e r thc lic.;.d. of fac tory contrerc ts.

, Not so strangelyo consiclerl"ng, their high pri'ce, JJuescnberg cars
sold in invcrsc projrortior: to'bhe fame of thcir d.osigne:r' Though
they swep t ilre board. in raclng, though trlncd, t s icle as T/i'e rc r,riclely c opied.
without a blush, ancl though coachbuild.ers rubbecl 'bh.eir ]rancls Ln glel'
ovor the superb chassis, not mcny rocrc t}:an 55O (iraff a Cayt s pro-
d.riction ,by mod,ern starrdard"s) wcrc built bctwecn f92I and- ]-937 uhcn
the Cord,-Autrurn-Duesenberg alliance itent into voluntary liquidation.



Of these r 7O were tire liod.cl A witir a 9C-horsepoi{er r straiSlit-eight t
sixteon-valve engine of 260 cubic inches d.isplacenient and. a 134*inch
lrhecl base. Besiclcs tire rad.lcally tirorr features alread.y mentioned.r this
l)uesenbcrg hacl a l-ow center of ,gravity, pe rfe: ct weight d-istribution
and. minimurn unsprung r"reigh"i; (camied, below the axles) r,rhich gave it
a roaclebility unapproacired" by a,r'Ly cti:er corr''ccmporary cer. Too, its
llg.htness f or those Ca;rs ( only 3,200 po-uurcls r,rith a five*passenger
alumlnum phaeton body) alloweC flashing accelcraition. It wciShed.

4OO pouncls lcss than any othcr ar-rtoinobilo with anywhcre ncar its
pol{er o

The l,,1oclel A engipc wers a stud.y in itself. trred. compound-ed- two

of thc originaL f our*cylincler t'iiocl:e ster-luc senberg't engine s tha'b

had. mad.c hi s nane a byword. ot1 road, anC traclco Tl:e cylirrd-er blocks
a"nd. cranksh.afts 1trerc placcd- .ond. to *ncl and- ::ed+si3ncd. as onc cleant
compact unit lri-bir a clifferont valvc arrangcnent actuatcd- by a single
ovcrhcad. c&irtr The inll-b -r;ilves T.rcrc of 1or,l*pcrccntagc tungsten
stcel anC thc cxhaust val,rcs of cobalt-"chronrc stc'l*-an ad-vancecl metal*
lurgical conccpt for a procluetion car pf ti:ose d-ay;;o The carnshaft
clrive an,i housing, thc cr,rnl.cca,soe racliator sliell, d.er,sl'r ;"ind- footboard-s
ricrc macle entircly of e',luminurnn A ciioi-cc of cast*iron pi stons T/ras

offorcd. as en alternative to erluininunrr althclugh Dr-rcsenbcrgt s long
string of racing succcsses rrr&s fouird.ocl on maignalitc aluminum pistonst
e, favorccl f'cature o]1 whicir he relentecl comrcercially " owing to a

ccrtain amount of pre jr,td"ice and. the f act tirat ccrtain prominent
manuf acturers leve rccently given up thci.r use nrr ile ','Iris ad-amant t
howcvcr, abou'c fitting onl;r two coinpression rings so as to silve
wsight, foJr,V, incld.Sntali;r, *c11 ovei'90 per cent of prod-uction
automobiles and. all raiclt:3 cars use *]unilum pistons'

In applying his long racing c;xperionce to the nelf llassengcr cart
f,becl Duo soflblrg paid. much attcnti on to coolingo i{o took c.}re al so tc.r

ha,ve the combustion chambers nachiirccl so th;'rt all eigirt cyliirdcrs
rroulcl be of identical volune. Tirj-s iiod"cl A cnginc, bi-rrlt irith the
pre ci sion of .i cironomc tc:: and. th.o fini sh cf a. gl';aming jer'rel r I'ras

iatcd. art 26.45 hnp,, but acually devclopecl i00 1:.1:. ;it 3e4CC

revolutions. i: tu f f 6xif ility Tres siucl: th.;rt ihe gclr woulc rr-in fron 3

1,., Sj n.p,h, in hig.r gcar, ni-i;]a tlic icincl of g;s cconomy that nonadays
i s just a d.im mcmory. /iverag'o s of 18 to 2'2 rnile s pcr galion wore
usual for ti ls lur:senbergo

Four-r,rhecl brakes for the iiod"el A ircre not a ncr'r idc"l to Fred-

l.rhen hc put -bhern otl i;lic raarilet. ll3 far bacl' ;s'1?1'1u he had- thcn on

one of his racing cc,,rs ancl foresalltheir col;imctci.l,i usco The poTrer

of thc ltod.cl A br.rLics, i,roriiiirg on l5*ineh d.rr-rns lrith or-rtsid-e cooling
ribs derlved- froni racing, lias sucir tlia"b'uhr: lucscnbcrg cor"tld- be stoppcd-

in one*tirircr tire cLis,,;,f66 recluircd" by any other- c&1'. A-b a -bi-mc; rnrhen

thc norc coi:ipli-cated..r.nd. lc;ss reliable French Pcr:rot ltechanical
br;rL,;cs were about the only foul*rrhccl clevicc in proch-rction, -Duesen-

borg set irimsclf out in froiit at oir.c jilnp a.s tirc i,rorltlt s lcaciing
clesigner of au-bonobilc brtilics with his conilletely original h;Tclraulic
systJm actuatocl by ttcolumns of oil unrlcr prcssltre.tr l.ils br.ilccs l'rould"

latcr l:ave carncd. a forti,rnc for hin irad" hcr -balcen i;hc trcuble to patent
grc prelctical wcricing clcsign, 3ut ire lri,sutt likc tirat. IIe sclclont



patented, anything and. his gencrosii;y hail a ]ray of d.isre6ard.lng his
best intcrests, Arqrone who could. succcssfully piclc his brai-ns was
welcome to the takings.

In 1931, for instance, it wa$ said. that he actually gave to the
Stutz compaqf , found.ed. bb his friend. and. competitor l{arry C, Stutz,
the blueprints f or thc thirty*two-valvo t d.ouble*orerhead-camsiraf t
he acl th"rt was the heart of the i'iod"el J. F-roi:t the sc, the stutz erF
gineers cvolved. their omr DV-32 mcCcl that had. qulte a vogue.

Tle cost of pe rfcc tion d.idnt t bother Fred.. Ilc r{as clcterrnined.
to bu1ld. the finest a,uton.;bile evcr offered. to thc publec. In hi s
oT'J'n rvord.srrtlts mission i s to outrun and. outlast any otl:er qutomobile
on the road" and. at thc salne timc set a new mark in fuel aucl tlre econony. tt

As a result, the i.lod.el A phaeton, lowest-priced. car in the Due-
senberg range of 192I, cost l$6r5CC. trbom thc starto conscquently,
lts maricet r"trif,s namowed. to theit snall class of buyors wiro are un-
troublcd. by budgetary probi-ems. It was folloired. in 1926 by a i'iod.cl
ii, but bcfore this lreavicr-frarned vcrslon rcachcd. procluctiotr, Fred.
wcnt into receivership

The Auburn-Cord. interests, a .$28-million corporetion, took hin
over. Only about a clozen Xs r'rere rcleased., for this clusivc moclel
failcd. 'bo rcach a lOO*m.p oh. ob jectivo set for it, and. in arry casc
Corcl hacl otlrer id.cas about prod.uction mod.cls. 3ut trbed lras reacly
with anothcr.

The ncxt radically ncu Duescnberg $as thc largere rnorc powerful
I,Iodel J rqirich r.{as cffurecl to the publec in l-929 and. r.ras supplemcntcd.
in 1932 by the i.{od.cl SJ*the first supcrchargecl catalogue automobile
in thc United. Statcs, Somc 47O J and. SJ cars were turnecl orrt. Be-
fore d.caling lfiith them, letr s harli bacl; ancl sec nl:at startocl tr'"red
Duesenbcrg on the road. to fa.rnc auld. irhat it talccs to bccornc .r, world
lcad.cr in automobile clcsign

Is it an expcnsive colicgc eclucation? Duescnbcrg ncJ,r€r went
to college, never oven toolc e coursc in engincri*g. Is it a sound,
grasp of aut,cmotive thcory? /rn ouncc of practicc was, to hirno worth
a ton of theory ai\y dey ( o" nigllt) of tirc r,rcek, as ]ris workshop
staff lsrew only too r'rell at thc cost of tlieir slecp. Because he
was a finely integratcd. conblnatlon of an imaginative drcaner and.
a man of clriving action, ncrr id,cas r{crc liablc to coioe into his head
at any 'i;ime , ancl r'rhcn thcy d.id., hc had. to try them out at orlcc.
Mechanj-cs of ten t'roulcl to1l d,r"y and nigirt settlng up an cnginc, only
to have Tbcd. ceil,i thc wirolc thing off after a half irourt s run on thu
test bench. I{e nould liik at thc t'augos, listcn for a momcnt, ask a
couple of questions, then sirrugr rf Take lt down. Itl s no good..rt

Eigirteen*hour workclays Trere routine to Fred. and. his associates.
Close st of thc se lras hi s brother Aug:trst*be ttcr knol.n: as |tAugic, It

even though he camicd. thc titlc of rissi.stairt Cliicf Enginecr, For



twenty-five years, Augic remaincd. trbed.t s Itldan Fridaytr and. rnost loyal
collaborator, calnly r.,reathcring morrrents th"tt must have bccn provoca'-
tivc. fi'red. had. a sharp soitcc cf inrmor tir;r.t sornetincs tooi< a sly
twist. Thero wcre tirirc;so for i-nrit.uLco, rrrcn he would. rcturn to the factory
around. 11 orclock at night after knockir:g off for a late suppcr and.

sudclenly rernark r,rith a yatrn3 i'[ic11, Augie , one of us ne cd.s sone sleep,
i t m going to bed.. 1;

Fbom his prer-rar racing days, Frcd. was }cnown for a d.egree of
wi t. In 19f4, Captain*fhsn plain tuEd.d.ie'i*ftigkenbaclcer, rrho started.
his racilrg career ,3s team captain with Duescnbcrgr r^ion the Sioux
City 3Oo*lviile race on the saine d.a.y th;rt Lautenschlagcr 'oook the
Grand" Prix of France. At a d.inner in honor of Rickenbackcrr s vic-
tory, tlrc late Chris Sinsabaugh, clean of autornotive ed.itors, remarked.s

'rtrred., itt s certainly a g1'eat day for you Germans. Ducsenberg,
Rickenbacker, Lautenschlagcr I "

i'Jat '; trbed. cracLced. back.
like yourst I'

ItYou woi-rlcl thind. of that *with a n&rne

tr'red. Duesenberg r.ras, in factr of pure German origin. Soun in
I,ippe -on Decernber 6 ) L877, ire came to this country at ti:e agc of B

rdth his mother and six of his brothcrs. Fred-t s fa,ther irad- Cictl
soon arfter his birth and. jris second. cld"est brother and. ait uncle had.
rnigrated. ahead. of thc othcrs r settlin on a feurm in Roclcford.. Iowa.
$aturaliyr thc family movccl in wiih themr so that Fr,:d grclr up
arouncl thc farm and. gpt only a pcrfunctory schooling" '[',ii:.en he was
17 t i:c wcnt to worlc for ait implcrircn'L clcale r, ercctiirg windmills and
rcpairing farm rnachiir€r$ o IIis rncchanj.cal bcnt lras so keuilly d.evoloped.
by thcn tha'L i t ciuickly outgrci," thi s limi tcd. work, IIc turned. to
bicyclcs for an outlct. l'ihen i:e rrals 20, he startcd. his oI{n business
of d.esigninSr build.ing and. rcpairing bicyclcs. But this t+asnt t
enough. IIo had to race thcm, toc,

In 1BgB, I,'rcd. establisgccl a irorld two-mllc rccord. of 4 ninute s
24 scconCsr Faccd. by a horse, This gavc hin an id.ca. i,lhy not use &

motorcyclc as a paccr? Iie proiirptly built onc, ped.aled. f i-rri,ously
in 1ts r,ralic ancl sct anotl:cr rccord. on a three-milc coti,irs€r Then
a frcsn in;:piration co.mc t,-r ]:im, Tircsc rnotoreyclcs--tl:cy might be
nad.e to run bcttcr lrith. a rotary-valvc d.csign. During ti:c follow*
ing ycar, i,'rcd. uscd. i:is sparc tinrc on o:cpcriinclrts -birat rcsult,;cl in a
pretty goocl rotary*valve mechani srn. IIis cffr:rts wcrc not wastcd.
Years latcr, hc cairc bacir to this idea ancl tricd. it successfully on
mar j-nc and. c ar cnginc s ,

l,{eanwhilo, in 19OO, ti:c first €jerago Ln l)cs iloin*si lowa,
opcncd. its doors, and. young f)ucscnbcrg r.ras d.r.:.rrnr to it like & fil*
ing to a rnagnct, Thc r.rorkings of th,c stil1 crud.e and. unclevcloped"
intcrnarl*conbustion cnginc cnth.ralled. ]rim abovc all clse atrC. hc
bcgan his mechanicIs apprcnticeship at onGe" Soon his intuitivc
grasp of mechanisms had" cnablccl }:.im to mastcr cvory componcnt in an
automohile anrl uncl.erstand. i-bs function. i{a dj.smantled.r.rcasscmbled.



rl

and. tunecl engi-nes without supeivision and. thought Yp -t clozen triclcs
to m.rkc them ruti bcttcr, I, vast horizon in & neT{ ind-ustry opened up

bcforc him, Bicycles l^rcrc forgottcnn A yoar latcr, ltc startecl hls
Orrnl gaTCLgC .

ri.or a timc in 1903, ho joinccl forccs lrith anothcr pionecr Gl1-

thusiast namcd. Jed. Nenkirk and. o:'ganized. thc Iowa itutonobilc and'

Supply Comp an{t in De s iioillcs' Jcd. omecd- a soupcd-*up f''ord't s? trred
gol nlra or a l{arion car which h': rcbuilt and po'lrcrcd. trith a four-
cylinclcr, ovcrhr:*C-vaive , air-coolcd. cngino of Lri s olm rrrotlification.
Tii.o d.riving scat Tra€i a 

"ytit 
a"ical gas ianh ancl thc car had- no hood.'

Four opcn, exhaust stacks f acccl d.or'rrrlra,rd-, f inal ctrivc I'ras by chain
and. tirc rcer of thc car' lles an crnpty platform. Frcd', honcvertlfas
so plcascd with his crcation-*thc first i$Duesenbcrg'f cver to rund
that hc acccpted a match r'ilce rri i;h Newkirkr s tr'crcl.

The jousting took place ovcr & fivc-mile coursc at a rni-d-wCstern

f air ground. ancl FrccL crosscd. tl:.c fini sh linc 50 fc,:t e.ircad' of hi s rival.
I{is victory, ilrough narro'r'r, }ras trnough to givc his confid-encc a big
boost.

It was Ducscnbcrgl s contagious' enthusj-asm i:1si tnuch as his iaecflani-
ca1 iirgcnuity that solcl a l)cs lioines attorncy namcd. Iiason on tirc id'ca
of finJnci..g hi* first vcnturc as an autornobile build-cr. Thus, it
3'9e4t ilrc l.,lison Automobilc Company wes launched. an,l FrcC. namecl the
ncl,r car in honor of lr.is backer.

Thc i,iason rrasj d.cstincd. to achicvc cnormous success in racingt
but it was not unti1 L7OT er,nd. many expcrirnents latcr tlra-i; Frcd" Ducsen-
bcrg venturcd. cno of tircm in a full-scalc contcst agalttst cst":.blishcd.
maicJs" llc prc,.rarccl a two-cylind.cr nt;rchj.ne of similar dcsign to his
stanclarrl. prod.uct, narncd. it 'lhc Cloat arrd. for its first airpcarcl]'cc
chosc, of all things, thc tough iiilwaul<ec' tt"rcnty-f our-irour racc t
rlln on Scptcmbcr 2L of -bhat yc,rr. Thc drivcr wals, of course f*rcd.

Ducseirbcrg, and. -bhc celr crnboclicd. c*rtaj-n strca,mlinilr'E icrcas that
couscd- "y"b"oor*raising, 

llJ:atevcr Attorncy iiasont s: nrisgivln$sr Thc
Goat ac,ii-rittccl itsclf-valiantly. It rai] uithout troublc for seven
hours bcforc Frcd. hu:'tlcd. through a fcnco ancl rctircd. rrith a buoiicn
co1]arbone. '

Far from bcing C.lseouraged., hc nolf k;:totr for ccrtain lrhurc his
vocartion 1ay. ilclpccl by b.i:othcr August, he unbarkccl on a rilorL, &rl-
bitious four-cylild.cr d.lsign lrith,. o* ovcrllcad' comt but aband'oncd-

it in favor of a ircrr horizcnt,il vi;1vc.-in*hcacl arranlicinctrt so cfficent
tirat i t rcquircd. ll tt1c ch;lngc f or a ducad'c.

In 1910, F. L" i,lieryt;gr Frcsid.cnt of thc i{aytag l''Iashing I'fachlne
Company, bccamc fascinatcrl with. Ii'rcd.l s idcas eitrcl pcrsuacicd. id.l.son to
ae}f out" Thc ncr^rly formeci ivlason-I,iaytag trotor Compaiqr novcd. to
I'Iatcrloo, Ior.rau in the fal1 of that yc.rr, but thc ,ucsrinbcrg brothers
d.id.nt t go rdti: i t. Thcy staycd. in Dc s if oinc s ifherc Frcd. joine d" the
Scars Auto Comparqr, sclling: ir.co ancl iIitche11 cars and. pcrfccting
his four-cylj"nclcr clcsigri. ltlrc.rd.lro his viclrs-command.cd. so much in-
tcrcst and. rcsl:cct in automobile circics that irc was invitcd. to join
thc Socicty of Automotive llnginecrs"



During the next four years, Duesenbergt s star rose rapid.ly and, his
fa.nre burst like a firework displalr orfer thc astonished, head.s of eItF-

gineers and d.esigners r,rhose nanes rreire law in the ind.ustry. Idell-
lanoun drivers and outstand.lng beglnncrs alike bcgan handling Mason
cars powered. by 23O-cubic-inch four-cy1j-nd.er Duesenberg engines.
Amoql them were Barney Oldficld, L,iortirncr Roberts, Edd.le Rickenbackert
Irlillie Haupt and. Henry End.icott. In L9L2, l''[asons finished. 1n the
money at Elgin, Algonquin and. MilwauJcec, n-J.nning the Pabst Blue
Ribbon and Wisconsin trophics. Fred. drove one of his cars against a
field of 45O-cubic-inch machines, and. his brilliant pcrformancc
tossed. a lot of ttcstabli shcd.'r thcories into the ash carlo

Lee O1dfie1d., namesakc of thc famous Barney, enterod. a Mason
in the Ind.ianapoles 5OO and. falled to q ualify only becausc of a
crackcd. cylinder block; ncxt year, llaupt took ninth placc in the 5OO.
Rickenbacker, d.uring 1913 and. L914, annexed. thirty-four firsts,
sevcn second.s a"nd. fou:itecn third.s in sevonty-three starts with Masons
and. Ducsonbergs. Late in 1913, i+hich incikentally was the ycar of
Frcd.t s marriage to llse Dcnney of Rummels, Iowa, thc Ducsenberg
I{otor Cornpany was formed in St, Paul, Mi-nnesota. Und'er A.A'A.
rulcs, Fred. was not allolrcd to rt:.ce cars bearing his c!{n name until
after thc formation of the company, birt in I9L4t fi,ickenbacker finishcd.
tcnth at Ind.ianapoli-s with a named. Ducsenbcrg,

Tlie four-c/1ind.er, eight -v&lvc engine that mad.c l)uesenberg
farnous in the Unitbi} statcs and. Europe r'ilas so d.iffcrent from anything
elsc at the tinrc that it cvotrces a strong nostalgic appcal for the
cnthusiasto Thc overhced. valvcs wcrc placccl horizontally instead.
of vcrtically and. opcncd. d.ircctly lnto tire cxplosion chambcr. Thcy
wcre operatcd. bb "walkj-ng bcarnset with the loi,rcr cn'is bcaring on caJnsr
These beams brought to mind. a child.t s secsal"r placcd. against thc sid,e
of thc cylind.er bloclc. '['Jhc;n the ]owcr cnd. of thc bcam was pushed.
outward. bb the cam, thc uppcr cnd lcancd. inward ag:uinst the prcssure
of thc valvc spring and. so opcncd. thc valve,

Two spark plugs fired. bjr:rnagnctos worc provid,cd. for cach cX-
lind.er and. a 6o-pound flywhccl kcpt thc crankshaft running smoothly
on its trnio massivc bearings, Thc cylind.crs i:ad a bore of 3 7 /S
inches and. a strokc of 5 inchcs, ancl the cnginc dcvclopcd 58 h.P.
at 213OO rcvolutj-ons-- a low spccd. b:r modern stand.ard-s, Thc pis-
ton ring was twice d.ccidcd.ly uirusual. There wcrc thrcc of thuin for
each piston, opcratlng j-n thc samc groovc, and. thc top rlng was
twice thc width of thc two bclow it, The car had a. whcul basc of
LO4 in. and. r^rcighcd 2,OOO pouncls cornplctc ' The fcaturc that singlcd
out tlie ivlasons and. ceriy }ucscnbcrgs a'c a glancc was an air scoop
jutting forward. and dor'nrward. from tiro rad.iator likc thc vi-sor of a
basoball c€Ip r

tr'Ihcn thc trforld. liar brolcc out, Duescnbcrg cars had. accumulatcd.
victories at Corona and. Iros Angelcs, C alifori:ia, and. numcrous plac-
ings at thc Chicago Spccd.wep and. tho Cinclnnati and. Onaha board.
trackstr Fbcd. T/ras just complcting s sid.c-linc eontract to build the
cngine for Commod.orc Pughr s nisturbcr IV, a powcrful racing boat



d.ue to uonrpete in England. for thc Harmsworth Trophy. For this at''-
tcmpt;, hc clcsigncd a spccial tuclvc-cy'1ind.cr, loO-h,p. cngino that
enablcd. tho craft to a'r;-i;ain a spcccl of 62 il.p.h. in trials, brcak-
ing thc milc-a,-rni-nutc rccq::d. gn, .lratcr, Thc war stoppcd. the racc
and. 1915 foqnd Ducscnbcrg gtj.tl in St. P.p,u}, droigning marinc
engi.nes for Lowc-Victor of Chicago .rnd raci.ng cngincs {or hinr-
sclf. Somc of 'thc fingcrs o{ right hand. h.ad. bocn nrutilatcd. bb a
machinc and. hc walkcd. with a linp. as thu rcsult of a d.riving &G-
cidcntr so tlqt ho was qualificd ,to stay 'homc and harncss his
brilli;*t ,,rnind to prod.ucing for rrs.r nccd.s

This hc d.id. with charactcristic d.rivc and. cncrry. After a brief
arnalga4natio4,.with Lowc-Vj-ctor 1n Clrj.ce3ot }ucscnbcrg formcd. anothcr
compqriy invo&ving thc same managenent and. .novcd. to Elizabcth, Ncw

.Jcrsey, r.rlrcrc^ hc startcd. in carncst to bulk1 marinc and aircraft
engines for milit+ry nccd.s. , Thcsc rangud. from smal1 four-cylindcr
13O-h,p. .motors for Army vchiclcso through gix, cight and twclvc-,
cylinclcr j-n*linc cnglncs within tho 5OC h.p, catcgory- ( like that of
the Disturbcr IV), to gi-ant V.-15e 9CO-h,p. aj-rcraft notors., In
ad.d.i tion, ho d.clivcred. morc than 2OO cnginu s rati;d. ttt, 4OO h, p .
to.thcBritish,Itir,1iananc1Russiannavies'i.ica,1sofound.timc
,to sorvc on tho S,tand.ards Corarnittco for acronautical and narinc,
motors.

ltrhcn the lrar end.cd., Ducscnbcrg wa.s again in financial troublc
and sold. out to thc llillys Corporation. ltrltir frcsh c,:rprbtal,
Ducscnbcrg Brothcrs was formcd als a subsid.ieiry and Frcd., hclpcd,
by his brothcr August, oncc rnorc startcd build.ing racing cers and.
cnginc s .

Thc next fivc ycars probi'ubly wcrc thc nost frui.tful in i:is
lifc. In I9I9, Frcd- cxpcri.ncntcd. with a rotiiry val-vc straigh$-
eight tl:at also irad. a rotary d.istributor, and. folloirccl tl:is lrith a
variablc-corirpression powcr uni-b capablo of adjustrrrcnt whilc run-
ning, But iris ultimatc ob jcctive, conccivcd. a-b thc timc of ti:c
Arroisticcu alrcad.y was ln vj,cw.. IIc was gctting rcad.y to build. thc
fincst and most ad.vanccd" prod.uction autornobi-Lc yct offorcd. for srr,lc in the
Unitcd. Statcs. I,lhiCh is inorc or lcss whcri, lrc ca.lTtc j'n, cxccpt for
a nurnber of important d.ctaj.ls,

Tirc first cight l,{odcl As wcrc built at thc old. plant at E1i-
zabcth. In thc summcr of 192L, thu factory rr:r.s novcd to a L6*
acrc sitc in Ind.ianapolis. l.{cartwh.ilcu thc c;rornous aroount of suc-
ccssful raci-ng crammcd, bb l)ucsonb-rgs into th<; postwar yGars scr-
vcd. partly as a prcpr.retory pcriori ainrccl at nuchanical pcrfcction,
and partly to improvc thc brccd onco thc ncw car lrad. bccn l:iunohcd..
It wts d.urirrg this cra, ti:at Fi'cd. also cstablisl:.cd hiiasulf not only
as a buildcr of autonobilc:s, but as an archj-tcct of r:rcing tnullr
Tommy lt,Iilton, Jirnmy luiurphy, Harry Hattz, Pe tcr dc Paolo, ,r,nd. trd.d.ic
Of Donnell ( lucsenbcrgt s orrn mcchanic) roch<;tcd. to flrn; at thu whcel
of Ducscnbcrg cars, and. as timc wcnt on tlie list grclr longcr. trrcd"
had no cc1ual in piglcing r.;cing duivcrs, but thc troublu Tres that
hc ncvcr could kocp trrcm. As sooll as hu had & top-notch d-rivcr,



his man usually was tr:.lcon over at highcr pay by somc rival manufacturer
and Ducscnncrg haa to d.cvclop e rlcw tcam. Thc mechanics who workcd.

on hi s cars on" ycar of tcn d.rovc thosc s.unc cers thc Jroar af tct: ;

thcir thcy wcrc gonc, Lured b;; big chccks'

Thc Ducscnbcrgs drivcn by t,filton, ]tAlcnc ancl OrDonncll in the
Lgrg Ind.ianapoli s 5OO all ?rcro forcccl to rcdirc t _ 

but othcr successcs
amply mad.c "p for this. In August that Jrcaro l{l1ton won thc 3OO-

Milc race at Elgin, Illinois, avcragi-ng 73.9 ln.p.h' e wh11c Ducscn-
berg-sngincd. cors tir.ishctl. scconcl, fourth, ancl fifth' Thcn t et
Shccpshcad. Bay, tinro Ducscnbcrgs hand.lcd. by la:rc Lcwis ancl Jimrny

Murphy sct .trp- *or world rccord.s for 1OO and. 3OO nrilcs in classes
from L6L to 45O cubic j-rrchcs.

In L1ZO, l,tilton and l,Iurphy finished third and fourth at Indiana'-
po1is, thcm iirst and. sccond at Uniontor,ne in Jumcr with Ot DonnelJ
and. Fottcrman taicing third ancl fourth placcs, also in Ducscnbcrgs'
Following thi s, Tormny l{llton scorcd anothcr victory in Julyu this
timc in thc zz5-T{LLe racc at Tacoma, iiashington. But cvcn that wasnt t
cnough. on aprir 25 at Daytpna Bcach hc bowled. ovcr all thc world'

"r"o"d.= 
from a half to fivc milcsr sut up by Ralph d'c Palma in en

*irplanc-cngincd. Packard' Uiilton, d.rivin{g_a sixtccn-cylind'cr
Ducscnbcrg, covcrcd. tirc kilomet<,r at L57,O9 flt.p'ho and' thc milc at
t56,O4 *.;:h,-sps.,6. that rcmaincd. unbcatcn for tho ncxt fivc ycars.
This car had. two parallcl straight-oight cnglncs and tl"ro ind-epcnd-ent

d.ircct-d.rive sh.afts, cach rotating onc rcar whccl-, Therc I4Ias no

d3ffcrcntial or gooi box and. thc combincd cngincs 'botalcd- 593.8
cubic inchcs, which was quitc a hand.ful of machincr;r for tirc timc'

Jimmy l,turphy, rncanwhilc, took thc opcning 250-I'1i1e Ti'ca at
Los Angclcs Spccaway in a Ducscnbcrg lrithout making a singlc pit
stop, Hc avcragcd. 103,2 ffi.prho on e onc*ancl *&-Q11&Ttcr-mi1c track
bankcd. so stccply that it rcquircd. e spccrd. of B0 llteprh, to kct:p
thc cars up. Murphyts pcrfonnancc wcnt into history as onc of the
fincst exhibitions of ariving cvcr socne and. inciC.cntally won him

a $lOrOOO prizc'

During l92L it wes ldurphy agir,in, nhowc Duoscnbcrg ran elray with
thc Frcnch 

-Grand. Prix, followcd. b;r tlro ot]:er i'l)ucsics't in fourth
and sixth placcs.

At gri s timc , all the official Duc scnbr.r$ f aotory cers i'rcre
powcrcd. by straight-cight cngincs but thc good. old four-cIlincler
b1rouonbcrg jobs tt .rt uiirf !,rerc bcing nanufactu::cd. by thc Rochcster
Ilotors C orporation fai thfully scrvcd. firLtl'l.y inclcpcnd.cnt clrivcrs.
Kurt Kitkc ;:nd. Roscoc S.rlcs uscd. thcro in the Roancr cherssis, whilc
Tom Allcyt s Bcpd.cr Spccial also borrowed Ducscnburg hyclraulic four-
wlrccl br.-:.d.cso Ira Vai1rl anothcr lropular drlvcr, hand-lcd e ear
namcd. thc philbrin that j-n rc;lity was all Ducsenbcrg str,vc for thc
ignition aftcr which it was nancd., At verj-ous tirncsu indtividual
d.rivcrs al so hand.lcd Jorclan, C rar,rford. and. Cgrcn chassi s potrcrccl
bp Ducscnlerg cngincs in somo of thc sprint cvcnts,



I

. 0nly two othcr mcn..in thc rircing ,business wcrc in . thc samc

lcaguc wi th him as tcam nanegcrs . ' 
' i They trcrc llarry Hartz r onc of

his protcgcs, and Harry Cn Stutz. J?rcd. lras fcuirous for his lacoaic
pit *:-gttal. tt at consistcd. of thrcc ha,n'Llcc;rehicfc ^l'ihitc rncnnt
itHold. your 

, 
place, " Bluc wes {or ';Slolr d.ol'rn, i' and- rqid. for trBcat

that carltr ' The 
"u3 

hanCkcrehicf was ''thc rnost pctivc.

Accord.ing to August Ducs*irbcr$r I'Of all tr"rcd.t s victorics, thc
greatcst in his owh mind ttres whun Joc Bcycr won at Indianaposis in
1g14' o' Tlris was a crushing dcmonstretion of fnrcd.r s ability to
rcvisc hj-s toam tarctics at a nomuntr s noticc, to thc clismay of his
opponcnts. .:.

Boyor lras lcad.ing in' tno, of thc nsw supcrchargcd. straig'ht-
cight Dlcscnbcrg.s co*io"*ing 'to thc rcvi scd LZ}*cubic inph formula,
whcn thc supcrchergor quit'. ' Thc car was ablc to continuc, but lost
so much spcc:d. th;r,t all chancc of Vi,ctory fad.cd. Without hcsitar.tionr
Duoscnbcrg put e rclicf d.rivcr in thc cripplcd machlno and. movcd
Boycr, a finc cLrivcr, into t4o car hand.lcd jry fu L. Corurn, a far
lcss cxpcricnccd. man wiro lay lfiftccnth. trtith tho' r.r.cCI :o,.lrcad'y half
ovcr, thc chanccs 16okcd. protty slim, yct Boycr rnanagcd to win.
Nobodyr of courso, cxecpt tr'rcd. thought hc could. possibl;q catclr tho'
lcad.crs.

" . 
l i ..: 

_ 
' .1

Und.oubtcd.ly, his happicst-"'yca.rs T,rcrc 
. 
spoht at tho"lidd.ianapotr'is

factory whcn hc had. achicvcd r"rorld. f;,tttc dr,nd,'ht' was'planning'fi.rrtlior
concluc sts, Thou6-h ho duovc cvcryono hard., hi s friunc'.ly inf ornali ty
niad b him popular:with the staff . trrcd wes 'nlvcr"k'rloin-l''lto lo,sd ;'hi s
tcmpcru cvou unclur cxtrcmu llrovocaticns. 'If hc caught a niuehanic
botching & job, which was scldsro cnoughe .Jilc i'rculd slor'rly tUrn rcd'n

shakc his nanc- of graying hair and':,Bivcr vcnt to hj-s rworst profanitye
s,Chri st, you can r t d.o thatl t' Itrhi t]r ' thosc :r'rord.s , 'laving Baid- avcry-
thing, irrcd. would.. linp ind.ignantly eT'ray', climb on thc bicyclc that
ca"riid him fron. otlc r-nc1 of thc f*ctory to thc oth";r, and, pcdal
,3W&So

By a coincid.oncc, Frccl Ducscnbcrg aud l{arry C. Str.rtz both took
tnclvc ycars to rcaLizc thci'r ambition of an Ind.ianapolis rrin.
Stutz bcgan tn LgJJ- and. mad.c it in L923, rrhilc Ducpcnbcrg started.
a. ycar latcr and. scorcd his first rrin in L924r scpcating in r25

and. | 27 ,

tUren thc trfodcl J rras announccd, it crcatcd. just es blg a scn-
sation as its prcd.cccssor. Thc piston displacurnctrt of thc stra.ight-
cight cnginc lras j-ncrcascC to 42O cubic i'nchus and. trlncd dcsigncd.
for it e thirty-two*va1vc, twin-ovcrhcad camshaft hcad. tliat was a
sirpcrb piccc of cnginocrlirg. Thc }ioclol J kad. en out iru.t of 265

h, p . wi ilr d.ucl c arbure ti on, Tirc wirccl basc was incrcascd. consiclcr*
aUf,yp offcring a choicc of I42' * *d 153 * inchcs, nuch to tirc ioy
of custorn coachbuild.crs.

Thc pricc also soared. to ncw hcightsr thc lolnrcst figurc
quotcd. baing $ B ,5OO for thc chassis aionc , All bodics i'rcrc to



special ord.cr. Nc?crthcless, thc list of eelebritics who'owned
Ducsenbcrgs grew stcad.ily longrrr. Among thcm wgre thc late Prince
Sergc Md.ivani., Marion Davies, Uiayor Jimny Wal&er of Ncw York, Eli-
zabeth Ard.en, King Alfonso of Spain, [iuccn l{aric of Yugoslavi-at
Paul Whiteman, Doris Duke, fomny ]danvillc, tap-4sncer Bill Robin-
son, F.. K. Wrigloyl Kenneth Smith ( thcn presid.ent of thc Pepsod.ent
Compargr), Prince Nioolas of Rrrmania, King {ictor Ernmanucl of
Italy, Joq E. Brown, and. rnany morc. Gary Gooper and Clark Gablc
had thc only two L?J-Lneh-wheel-base Duescnbcrgs cver built. John
Warren Watson, with whom Frcd. spcnt thc last cvoning before his
accid.ent, also was an cnthusiastic Ducscnberg owner.

Finally in Jg32o thc year after hc quit racing for good, Ducsen-
bcrg climzuccd hj-s lifct s work with thc fabulous Modcl SJ, first
production car in thc Unitcd. Statcs to be fittcd. with a superchar-
ger. This was thc cer to cnd. all s;L3s-fhs cpitornc of scicntific,
high-precision cnginccri-ng, the brilin ehild. of Frcd.t s thirby ycars
of unrivaled. cxpericnce in building automobilcs.

The SJ had. basically thc saino piston d.isplaccnent as the J,
and thc choicc of whccl base rcmai,:ring unchangcd., but thc supcrchan-
gcr mad"c a" world. of ctiffercncc to an alroad;r high pcrforrilDrrccr A
ccntrifugal sixtccn-blad.e blowcr was used., d.uivcn hY a train of
auxiliary gears halfway along thc crankshaft and turning at six
tlrncs enginc specd t a}though it rcmained, quitc silcnt in action,
At 4'OOO rnp.trl' thc bloi,rer built up oight pounds of boost, whilo
at the pcak of 4r75O rrp,nr., thc powcr output jumpcd. frorn 265 to
320 h.p. with onc d.ue1 carburctor and. close to 4OO h.p, with two.
Rcsultant gctaway and. flcxibility worc somothing to thrill thc
most jad-cd. d.rivcrs "

But that wasnr t all. Carryiirg e custom body and full road.
cquipmcnt , an<l averaging around. 5 r OOO pound s in wcight, thc SJ
was capablc of lO4 rnop.h. in &cond g:car and. from 3 to 13O rilop,hr
in high, It would accclcrate through thc gcers fronr a stand.ing start
to lOO m,p.h, in LT sccond.s, a figurc that cvcn tod.ay is approached.
by vcry fcw supcrsports European machj.ncs,

Thc stand.ard. engS-nc-turned. instrumcnt pancl of the SJ Duesen-
bcrg wr-rs in itsclf something to inakc ihc cnthusiast dnool, It in-
cludcd. not only a ) nOOO-T,p.n. tachone tcr aircl a llO-m.p.h. speed.-
omctcr, but also a split*second. stop clock, altj-mctcr-baromctcr
and. brakc-prcssurc gaugct

As with tho i{odcl J, c;Lch SJ body was built to tirc customcrt s
spccial ord.cr. Thc cost of this wi:.s ad.ciitional r of coursc, to thc
prlcc of $}1J-, 750 for thc clrass j- s n

The Arlington scd.an, for cxample, with coachwork by Rollston
on thc 15 3 -Finch whecl-basc cer, ]rad. suparatc armchair scats for
cach pLsscng"cr and. en intcrior panclccl in t,r.ro tonus of burlcd. wal*
nut with silvcr inlays, A rcar isstruncnt pancl was provid.ed. whicho
in ad.d.ition to a spccd.omctcr, fcaturc.d. a built-in sccond. stop
clock. On othcr bod.i-cs, the rrpho}stcry ra"r:Red fron inportcd. broad.*



cloth bound rith patcnt |cathcr to tannocl goa.tski-n. Dcep pile car_:
pcfs of matching or contrasting color wcrc fittcd., aird. of coursc thc
tho painting #as donc ri:ntircly by hend.r r . l

.Tho pricc for sucir luxurious su.xrou!1d.1ngs? 
tlnloll, argtthing from

$13r5OO ( for thc liurphy ro.:d.stcr) to lllBrOOO or niorcs cccord.ing to
'-thc' trim e bod.y stylc, pain;b iob md 

, 
pct ldcas spccificd b;,' thc olrner'

:''
Fred. Duosenbcrg dicil thrcc yuars . too soon to scc thc SJ achicvc

thc grcatist triumph cvcr scorcd by iI c&r bc;,ring his iramc. In
Scptombcrr L935u g,n SJ road.stcr driv;n b& Ab J;nlcins sct up a ncw
world. rcc ord of l35 

" 47 m. p . h, avcrage f or tirenty-f our hours round.
a tcn-milc oval near idcndovcr, in Uiahr s Grc':t Sal-t takg DErFurt"
Jcnkins took thc rucord, flon British spccd. king John Coblru'#hosc
spccially built ?OO-h.p. ldapicr,-cngincd racing car had. Pvcragcd.
fJ4. 85 m. p o h. not long bef ore." Fethurcd. tirrough its constructlon
by 'tAugic" Duescnbcrg, thc Ab Jcnirins. SJ rnod.cL carricd a mod-if1cd-.

strcamlincd. bocly, but iracl fcnd.crs, winilshicld. and- "11 acc?sporics
and could. norrnally bc uscd. along thc higirway. To a1low timc for
gas and. oil ehuclcs and., tirc changcs, Jonicins ren e g9o-+ part^of thc
tirnc at 150 fl,p.h.1 and., at .ono point tirc A.A"A:- -birncd him doing
160 m,prh, Thc, aggrcgatc milcagc of thc .l*"scnbcrg wes, 3r eOO

mi-lcs, gicatcr than tiro d.istancc bctwc; -n Mciv York ,:.nd. iros Ang:cles'

With thc liquid.ation of thu Cord. intcrcsts in Lg37, thc pricc
of uscd. Duuscnbcrgs rosu stc,-,cLi1y c.s th-y bccr,nu covctcd. spucirn,rns
1n thc vintagu.oilrctions of woalthy r.,nthusiests' Itt thi;ir lifc
was by no ouirru comfincd. to sitting in privatu' shor4:i'r,co$r Toclayu

24O of thcsc supcrb cars st1Il ;rc iu. upc with cnthusiastic oi,rnlrs
who wonr t tr;d.c or scll thcm. Itt s cLIl intcrcsting rcflsction that
twunty-four Duuscnbcrgs at prcscnt in usc arc in thc h;nd.s of twcnty-
onc original olfilcrs L

tttrIJrat so-callcd. a.utomobiJror " oitc orftlcr asks, i'.itrt iroLl a cLrJI-

d.lc to tLc Ducscnberg in spccd., roed.ability, ruggullncss, bcautyr'
fini sh and. longcvi-ty? " In thcsc tincs of rockitl;;'-irors; suspcrl-
s$ons, cranl+-ha.rrcllc stccriirgu optirai stic spccd.onctcrs, and.' birlbous
bod.i.cs mad.c frorn cxqulsitcly thin shc',t rnotel, thatr s a hard. onc
to answcr

Thc first ttodcl A Ducscnburg to l-c":bc tho factory was 1Io.
1001, which wcnt to a pinoi:,pplc growcr in llonolulu. Thc last cart
J-586, wils bought by tirc; 1;'uc Conlir:y iUrit",huad of Atler,ntar a Coca'-
eola hcir, ancl now bclongs to nusician Chariis l$"ncr of Jackson
Hcights, Ncr^r York. Thcsc ,-Lru ungi-nc numbr;rs of procluction cars
eomplctod. and soLd bcforc thc fa6tory w*? colscd, Thcy 

- 
d.o not cx-

clud.c thc; possibility that onc or two additlonil unconplctud.
Ducscnbcrgs rrt&)f ha.\'c found thci-r l.lc.Jr into thu h;ud-s of privatc
owncrs at a tin.: subscqucnt to thc closing of .thc ltrcw York bratrch.

Tcn ycars latcr, in J9,+7, lovcrs of Ducscnbcrgs b9ard. 
-som_uhcartcning ncwp. It wes &i'ulouncud. froin Indianapolis that I'iarshall

I"{crkcs, wvll-}<rrown Chi .:t'go manufacturcr of brass procluctions,-
had. aclui-rcc1 thc toma.ining Duusuirbcrg cers and plt.r.nncd. to rcsunic



build.ing: cars, I,fcrkcs revealccl that hc ]nad. re-signcd. Augrrst Duc*
scnborg to hclp dcsign thc nclr mocLcl, A group of Chlcagoans wcrc
joining l[erkcs in fi-nancing t]rc wxpcrimcntal work which woirlcl takettaycar or so,tt As to spccifications, Augic had. this to say3 ttThc
car lrill havc an cight-cylinclcr cnginc; and probably tho fucl-injcc-
tion type of fucl fced in placc of thc carburetor principle com-
mon in most ongincs"rt The bod.ics, iru ad.a,;d., would. bc custombuilt
as in thc o1d. d.ays, Thc price ffas thc only th&ng that chillcd thc
ard.or of the Ducscnbcrg brigad.c. ttThc now Ducscn-bcrg automobilc
ce"nt t possibly scIl for lcss than !i25 cOOO, '' said. 'bhc announccracnt,
"and- will probably cost florcrrr

At thi s time , i,rhatcvcr thc statc of thc c:pcrimcntal worke
the microscopic markct opcn to a il25'OOO automobllu nay bc causing
thc sponsors sonc scrious thought. But whuthcr this gallc,urt
attampt to rcvivc thc old. ord.ur ovcr corncs to anything, thc narne
of Fbed. Ducscnbcrg, Grand. OId I'fan of raeing ancl build.cr of thc
fincst, nost luxuric'ras cars cvcr scull on thc Amcrican rnarkct, will
remai-n forcvcr on thc scroll of autoraotivc farnc,

Pcrhaps thc most apt and sinccro hor:agc paid, to }ucscnbcrg
was cngravcd. on a bronze terblot which thc contcst Board. of the
AoAoA. prescntcd. to him in 1927. It rcadc

"In appreciation of Frcd. S. Ducscnborg. Racing is a cruciblc
in which havc bcen tcstcd iilany of thc fund.a.mentals of autornotivc
cngineuring foun& i-n prcscnt-d.ay automobilos, Thc race tracli
has bscn thc stockroom of i-d.oas for engineors of passcng:cr carse
to which you havc graci.ously surrcnd-crecl thc keys. "
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