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Opinions expressed by contributors to Spoke Folks are their
own and dc¢ not necessarily reflect the 0fficial Policy cf this
regionn or aeisreCodie

Deadline for contributions to Spoke Folks, 10 days prior to
fourth Thursdoye.
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H.VE YOU PLID YOUR 1973 .[ieieCoie DUES? The bylaows of the
North islabama Region requires national membership in deine.Cehe to
be a member of our local club.e The North iLlabama Region lets each
member be respensible for paying his national dues. If you haven't
paid your ducs ycu miss out cn an excellent mogazine, you will not
get an invitation tu the national mcets nor will you be able to
show 2 car or sell in the flea markete Don't miss out on the
Notional Spring Mcet in Nashville, Tennessce June 8 because you
forgoet to poay your ducse



The North Alabama Region wishes to convey it's regrets and
sympathies to the Charles Mulling family whose son Charles, Jr.
was killed in an automobile accident on April 27, 1973.
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We have been advised by Clark Baese, meet chairman for the
Spring National Meet in Nashville, that if you intend to have your
car judged at this meet, the national meet registration car whiexa
was in the March-April issue of Antique Automobile must be in by
Mry @5, 197Z. Under national rules your car will not be eligible
for judging if not registered before this date.
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Tne bright orange tour banners with North Alabame Region AACA
ted on wnem have arrived. A number of the members used them
as a safety preeaution on the mystery toure. They really stand out
and advertise for the clubs Until the meeting Moy 31, they will
be available from the service cashier at Bill Penney Motor Co. for
$2. 50 eacha
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The nawe badges ordered by Jim Beaver have arrived. Be at the
May meeting to pick them up. They will not be mailed oute Price
'5;52. 25 eacli,

R B e e R R O B R B R R T X X vV

Bernie Gier is collecting information for those interested in
the nylon wind breakers which will be ordered within the next few
days. George Case has volunteered to silk screen the club name on
the jackets for us. A list was passed at the last two meetings.

If you put your name on the list Bernie will get with you to verify
size and whether you want lined or unlined Jacketss Sizes are as
follows: Boys: 5(6-8), M(10-12), L(14-16). Mens XS(30-32), S(34-
56), M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46-48). Prices (approximately) Boys
lined $725, unlined $5.,50. Mens lined $8,00, unlined $6.00s If
you are not on the list and would like = jacket give Bernie a call
at 852~8556,
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) Sorry Marilyn, it was just an error. Dennis McCann still has
his lovely wife Marilyne She's one of the wives who actually drive
the old cars almost as much as their husboands and we left her name
ou? of the NWorth Alabeame Rosters I certainly hope we haven't
omitted anyore elses name. The only thing that puzzles me about
the roster is the identification of a new body stylee I don't know
what a "Phrrico® Tocks like but we have three listed in the roster.
Could it have hecn a typists dream?



MYSTERY TOUL

Do the names Gurley, Garth, Trenton, Holleytree, Princeton,
Sweim, Larkins, Francisco, Huntlond, Beans Creek, Sclem, Elora,
Plevno, New Morket, Deposit, and Bell Factory ring o bell? They
may nct show up on your current map but they are nomes of the towns
and cummunities our mystery tour possed through last Sundays.
Nineteen vehicles gothered et the North Side Plaze Shopping Center
and deported on the tour. There were 10 antiques, 7 special ine-
terest, and 2 modern vehicless. The tour storted east on UsSe 72
past Gurley and turmed North on State 65 to Huntland, Tennessee,
then east on U .S. 64 to the historic Falls Mill where everyone
spread their picnic and toured the old mill.

Mr. and Iirs Crum, owners of the mill arc always excellent
hosts. They explanined, howcver, that the spring floods had washed
away their picnic tables and rest rodémse. Meny of the tourers had
to stretch their legs after the long ride and followed the nature
trails in search of a fire pluge It's interesting to see how people
will improvise if they are hurgry. One of the tourers was seen
heating c-rations in the trunk of his car. Honest injuni

Mechenicael difficultics were almost non~existent. Ken Davis!
1928 Dodge got a little sick between Frencisco and Huntland and
21l 19 vehicles stopped to help. Most of the cars went on and the
experts stayed to help. Ed Baltz ceame up with a condensor and
Ken mede it to the mill. The only mystery now about the tour is
why ony members missed the fun.

The followimg participated in the tour: Bernie Gier and femily,
Dave Marty and femily, Bd Miller end femily, Kenneth Davis and femily,
Ernie Cross and Mike, V. 1I. Burkett and femily, Don Pryor and family,-
B ill Constable and femily, Tom Holley and femily, Jim Fultz, Ed
Baltzy Doyal Hyatt and family, George Fore and family, Ron and Mertha
Dion, Bill Clemons and family, Gene George and family, Dan Shady and
family, Vince Simmons and dete znd Brooks Glover.
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APRIL, MONTHLY MEETING

Problems didn't develop =t cur April meeting. i pleasant
surprise showed up at the meeting to solve the scheduled problem
seminar. One of our former members, Dick Blazich, who now resides
in the Milwakee area came loaded with approximstely 300 slides of
cars he had taken at meets in Yankee territory. If you were a
classic car buff you could really drctl.

Meeting attendance continues to be good with 42 members and
guests, The guests weres Gene King who has a 1947 Lincoln con-
vertible; Al Parrot who has a 1955 Ford; Jeff Thomas; and Reed
Smith of the Studebasker Drivers Clube



DUNNAVANTS MALL SHOW

A most unusual show (fer an awmtigue car club) was held April
27-.29 at Dunnevents lizll. The merchants associatien was planning
a fabulour fifties premotion amd wanted o car display ef fifty
models nnly. At first this appeared difficult to find 20 showable
cars in the fifties, but after making a survey it seems we have
many members looking to the future. Cars ef the fifties came from
everywhere. Many members had been reluctant to discuss the enes

they had stashed awaye.

The 810w was well planned and leid out by the cn-chairmen,
Jack Stuart, Gene George and Tom iiller, A three car display was
set up 2t Dunnavants end of the Ifall with a 1956 Corvett, a 1¢56
Thunderbird, end a 1957 Studebaker Silver Hawk. UNext, was a
representative of each year of the fifties with peusters on each
car describing a significant event that occurred that year. Kem
Robertson is to be commended for the excellent pecsters he prepared

for the cars. His was a time consuming jobe

The spectatosrs were asked tn vote con two catageriess Best Car
Display and lost Populer Car. The two 1957 Chevrnlets eof George
Fere and Tem Helley wor the Best Car Display and the 1955 Fard Crewn
Victoria of liay Duke's won the Most Popular Cer trophy.

Gene George tcck pietures of all the cars on Saturday and spent
half the night develioring them and presented each car owner with
an 8 X 10 piciure of nig car on Sundey. Everyone I've talked te
really apprecliated them Gerne

The chairmen of the show wish to express their appreciation te
all t@e car ovners for their cooperation and especiaclly to guards
and Jim Beaver and Bill Constable for sebdting up the stanchions,
The following cars were on displays

1956 Corvette, EBrooks Glover
1951 Studebaker Champion, Jemes DeYoung
1953 Oldsmebile, Ken lnrehezcd

1953 Studehaker Commender, Ken Morehead
1957 Studebaker Silver Hawk, izrion lMay
1952 Packard, Bill Constable

1982 llercedes Benz 30, Gene Geerge

1954 Imperial, Gene George

1958 Buick Limited Convertible, Bob Thurstone
1956 Mercury Montclair, Dave larty

1957 Chevrclet Bel Air, CGeorge Fore, Jr.
1983 Chryszler New Yorker, George IFore, ST
1957 Chevrolet Convertible, Tom Hdolley
1955 Ford Crowm Vietoria, Ray Duke

1954 Buick Skylark, Ron Ford

1956 ThurderbLira, Ron Ford

1959 Cldsmobile, Bill Penney, Jrs

1957 Ford Counvertible, Bill Clemons

1958 Cadillac Eldcrado, Jerry Damson
1959 Edsel, John Bowman

1950 Mercury



The North Alatamsz Region has the distinctien of having an
its raster of automobiles the unique Packard Derrin built eriginally
for Clark Gable. The car was restored by its present owners, M;.
and Mrs Sam Breadhead. In a recent article by its eriginal designer
Heward "Dutch" Darrin, a tribute is given ts the Sam Broadheads.
Fnllowing is the article reprinted from “Pzckards International®

velume 9 #4.

"The Important Role of The Conceurs D'elegance And Its Origin®
by Howard "Dutch" Darrin

Cencaurs D'Elegance today has become, in itself, an internation-
al event. This fact extends the meaning even further fer eur club,
Packards International. Unfortunately, very few new cars are de-
serving of appearing at a true Concours D'Elegarnces therefore, we
are forced to lenk back on a past erc for the product that dnes
qualify. Where I am confident that few will guerrel with this state-
ment, enough years have gene by that auvtomatically dictate the
necessity of restoration. It is almost impossible to realize the
tremendous effort given in the restoratien of cars as onld as the
history ef the autemobile. Let me again stress the peint that
without these great restorative efferts and the clubs that foster
them, there weuld be little or no conceurs-type automobiles avail-
able today. Indeed, it is a tribute as it would be woefully sad
to have these superb hallmerks of elegance and design ferever lost

to our civilizatien.

In the restoratien of the autemebile, probably Harrah's of
Rens, Neveda is the best example., Hig sheps and able craftsman
are the most extensive in the worlde Iir. Harrah's museum is for
his own pleasure as well o the pleasure of the visitors that come
to see the beautiful cars en exhibit. The Briggs Cunninghem liuseum
(Costa lesa, Calif.) is as fine a presentetion as normally cen be
made of elegant cars. These two brilliant examples are veritable
moter shows in the Cencours D8Elegence motif. ITeach car is beauti-
fully presented, usually reped off with signs explaining exactly
the date and histery of the automobile.

Regarding today's method of judging the various categories of
the classic and antique cars aos well as the post-war clasgics, I
want te sey that I certeinly do not in any way wish to critize the
wonderful work the judges have done in segregating the different
categories and their methoeds of judging. Iast year, when I was
irvited to speck at an organization's National Show, I did notice
one point that could possible be improved upons. The mere fact
that there is only ene thing I could find fzult with isy, in itself,
the highest cempliment that I can express. Cenvertible zutemobiles
are much more difficult te bring up to mint condition than hardteps:
and, I noticed that in the late classics, they were not segregated.
In other words, closed cars and convertibles were judged in the
semc categery and this can put the cenvertible at a considerable
disadvantage as a convertible automobile cxposed to the weather with
& tep made of cloth is difficult to be brought up to the brand new



cintinued

lenk eof the sedans and closed cars. IFortunately, your Beard ?f
Regents have apparently thought »f everything as Packards Inter-
retienal's Jjudging rules do not suffer this disadvantege.

While we are on the subject of "spit ond polish", and the
elegance af the autemnbiles exhibited, I weuld like to discuss
the following situation which arose during a recent Conceurs
D'Elegance show held at the Hellywnod Bewl. The point came up .
at the meeting held before the Concours, regarding the presentation
of the various grand awards, "Best of Show," "Best Restoration,’
and "Elegencee" At first it was thought that if the owner of 2
car won tweo grand awerds with the samec car, for exomple "Best in
Show and "Most Elegant, " he would have the right to choose which
nne of the two prizes he would accecpte Then, the second place
winner in the ether category would become o first place winner. I
happen to have been nne of the Elegance judges and we felt it
waes wrong to put in the honds of the contestants the right te
decide whn was tn be first or secend in the categnhry that deserved
the most attentisn. It was decided that we would moke the sclectione
In order eof impnrtance, Elegonce would take the first place, since
it wos & Coneceurs D'Elegances Best in Show sccond; end the Best
hestoration third. Thus,; confusion was eliminated and the con-
testont did not have to choose which cup he wanted to accept. This
wes chenged by the Rules Committce ond turncd out very successfully.

At Buck Hills Falls at a Classic Concours, two Rolls Royces
received ninety-nine and three quarters pointss They lost the
quarter of o point because Phillips hecd screws were used in place
of regular slotted scroews vwhich werc preper at the time of manufac-
turc, I hasically feel that anyone arriving at ninety-nine ond
three-quarters per cent descrves one hundred per cent, yet I must
admit that if this were done it would not ollow the restorer who
accomplished every item perfectly the epportunity to get o perfect
scyrce It likely is the fact that = 100 reint system is entirely
nbsq;ote and deesn't allew cnough sprend with which to judge such
magnlfigently restored cors. Packards Internationnl's 250 point
system is ipfinitcly superior and allows minute and precisiorn judging
tg be cxerclseds This system allows the fine deductions for extremely
minor dlscrgpancics without toking awvey from the overall aggregate
;angg. I_w;sh my readers te understond that I am me.king these comments
1n.tag spirit of my own professional experience and I feel that
brlnglng a‘car up te such o phenemenal degree of restorative magnifi-
cence makes me fecl serry when a Phillips head screw can offect a
Score sy obvieusly. With thig observaticn the second instollment
of Canceurs D'Elegance is closed.

I weuld like te make a few camments regarding the beautiful
WR?k that has been done on cars that were practically unacceptable to
& Junk man.  One ¢specially that I want to simgle out is a four~door
cnnvert;blc scdam withwpncypf-my bodics o o Prekrré chrssis doting
1940, This e¢' > 1g boing resurrcetced from the greve &nd ceotuclly is g
fantastiec exhibition of persevereyce, hard work and tactical skill
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for rot anly an amateur, but o professioencl os welle The owner
wos kind enough tn loon me the castings for the moin port of the
Pockard Dorrin whieh included the windshicld castings-practically
the entire portion necessary to build the Packord Darrine

I've made duplicotes of thesc castings ond bought o 1940
Packard ond intend to moke o prototype of the Pockord Darrin 1940
monufactured in 1973, but with o 1940 coupc. At the some time
there arc scvercl people interested in hoving me convert '38, '39
& Y40 Poekards which are acdaptable to this costing osscmblye. Hewe-
every, they must be either coupe or convertibles on one-hundred and
twenty-seven inch chesise If there is dumond for thest bodies I
will build o few out of nostclgic only becouse since there ore sa
few nf the Packord Darrins now in circuloation I'd like to sce them
agoin on the strectse I just received o letter from Jomes Hellings-
worth thot tells me he has six 19%.0 models, threce 180's and three
160's. Hc says he does not nwn o Dorrin and if the rumor is true
that I om to build seme more cors, he would be most acppreciotive
of any informetisn regording my plans as to the estimoted coste

. However, ot this time it is very difficult to give any cost
estimates; but, in ony cvent if I do revive the Packsrd Dorrin, it
will be ocuthentic cnd not like o Ducscenberg with o Dodge chossis
or Q.Stutz on o Pontioc chassise Whot I am trying te éay ie¢ thot
}t will be o Paok;rd Dorrin ond will hove ceverything the old '38 ,

39 & ’%O Pockerds hod, ond bey in my mind, cuthentic. Also inter-
csting is that the 120 model chassis, onc of my fovorites, wos not
o elossic chas§is.until o specicl body wos put on it, and I would
?ZSVUfgng?rUClﬁthb if any,of our reoders know of cny 12€'s or
Wf ? 27 49 coupes ctes thot nre for sale, especinlly in the
”pgtbrn scetion of the ceuntrys. In closing I wont to clso poy
gfigut;rgamt?cdgﬁuaﬁ restorntion job dsnc on the Prckord Dar;in

aDLE 3 OWlie IE ond dMrs n o Go ;
Now 1 Sprioe 1972yi§§&c)fd lirse Som Broodheod (see PoI. Pub. Vol 9,
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WANT ADS

TOR SATE: 1959 Studebaker Silver Hawk, low mileage, P.S.; V-8,
Automatic. $500.00 Tom lfiller 859-1433

FTOR SAIE: 1948 Plymouth, 2 dre. business coupe. Interior and body
in excellent condition. Driveable but needs works $350.

Phone 881-7111

TOR SATE: 1961 Black Lincoln Continental 4 door convertible, with
white top, dark red interiore. All the goodies - good
condition »895.00

1962 Beige Lincoln Continental convertible, with white
top, off-white interior. All the goodiesy excellent
condition in everyway. $1200.00 Call or writes R. D.
Benford 759-2880 or Ernie Azary 758-4212, 3808 68th
Avenue, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401



MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE
MEET LOC.,TION: PRILL PENNLY MOTOR COMPANY
ABOVE BODY SHOP

MAY 31 Judging Siminar--Don Pryor

JUNE 28 Auto Body Patch Panel Repair-~Leonard Brown

JULY 26 Asuto Related ifovie

LUGUST 30 Upholstery Seminar

SEPTLIMEER 27 How to Identify your “T'st--Ernest Cross

OCTORELR 25 Report and slides op movies of Hershey

NOVEMBER 29 Election of 1974 Officers

DECLMEBEER 14 or 15 Christmas Party--Jock Stuart and Ernie Cross

T R S
CLIENDLE OF LVENTS

JUNE 2 Mid Kentucky Region A.h.C.is 2nd annual invitational

meet, Goren Park, Glasgow, Kentucky. Ralph Ve
Proffitt, Fountain Run, Kentucky.

JUNE 8~9 Southcastern Divisional Spring leet Host lfid-Tenn.
Region i.ieCeive Nashville Clark Base 3712 Ribbs Dre
Nashville, Tennessee 37211

JUNE 22-23 Southeastern Region A.heCohs Stone Mountain Park, Ghe
Tom Fe Howard, P.C. Box 359, Lilburn, Ga. 30247

JULY NORTE ALARALIA REGION SUMMER TOUR oD PICNIC

13, 14, 15 MLRC Wationsl Meet, Dearborn, Michigan

AUGUST 4-5 Gedsden ..ntique sutomobile Club intique Car Show

Woeccalula Falls
25 Florence Invitational, Florence, ..labame
SEPTEMEER 8-~9 Red Boiling Springs
OCTOELR 4-7 Hershey

3RD LIMNUAL NORTH ~LABRAM, REGION FALL PICNIC ELK
RIVER--EERNTE GIER

DECELEER 14 or
15 CHRISTIL.S PLRTY--JACK STULRT »ND ERNEST CROSS

CHRISTILS TOUR~-TODD TOWLRS



MEETING NOTICE
DATE s Thursday, Moy 31, 1973
TIME ¢ 7:00 P. li.
PLACE: Reguloar mecting plece, Bill Penney Cldsmobile Body 8hop
on Winston Avenucs A
PROGRAM: ALACA Judging seminar

Don Pryor will hold a seminar on AACA class judging. Don will
explain the present LACA car classifications and the new 400 point

judging forme. With the National Spring Meet in Noshville on June
9th this will be useful information for alle
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SPOKE FOLKS THIRD. CLASS  MAIL

2222 HARRIS ROAD, N. W.
HUNTSVILLE, ALABALIL. 35810

DENNIS MCCANN
2621 ROCKWELL RDe NW
HUNTSVILLEsALA 35810



