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FEBnUABY, lg75

'lri-Cttles

EUSINESS MEETING NOTES T

?l Members meet at Joe wheeler state park to look over
the fecrlrtl.es on February ?2 ond decrded to have therr
annuel meeb there, Augusb 28, Lg?6. (Edltorrs NoteHuntsvllle supporL wouLd be appreclated.and should be
dIscussed ln our next meetlng.)

IBOGRAM: Auto body rtork demonstratlon - Glven by Tommy Fultono, Instructor at Burrell State Trade SehooL.

LADIES NIGii'.T I

Approx. B0 people ceme, ate, talked and enJoyed Gene Georgerspresentatlon on photograpntng automoblles.

Don liodge announced the Totcky Award wlnner L9?5 - Charles
Mulltns of the Trt-Cttles for hls L9O3 Model A Fortl.
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EARLY TAGS

(Issued before State Prograrn, which began Lnl9L?.)

MOBILE, MONTGOMERY, AND BIRMINGHAM ISSUED PORCELAIN
TAGS AS EARLY AS 1905.

JEFFERSON COUNTY

The first vehicle license issued was on April 15, 1905, for a Marsh
Motorcycle, at a cost of 25f. It is not known if theae were stickers
or rnetal.

Citv of Birrningharn

1909 - white on bl ue

l9I0 - black on white white on black

i9li - white on blue

Mobile Montgornerv

white on green

?*

?*

* I think that Montgornery used 1909 tags {or 1910 and 1911. Ffave
never seen or heard of a 1910 or 1911 Montgornery.

tr-
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8I-ACK on GREEN

ALAtsAMA AzuTIOIJ€ PONCg!.AIiJ CAF, TS,ES

CITY OF BIRIIINGHAM

- 
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Ltc t* q tJ -,EIACK on WHITE

WHITE on BIACK

CITY OF MONTGOMERY

'STATE OF AI.ABAMA

+F+t,t
9g,,)

+la
Glr9dt

r 912

WHITE on BLUE

1 913

(couldn't photograph)

BLACK on RED BLACK on Yl/HITE

'Nonc known to cxi st os of September 1973,

Wi ll poy $'15 for ony informotion thot lcods to ocquiring ony of thc obovsl

JIM BURTON ll3'l Worc Blvd. Birminghom, Alo. 35235 l-20s-853-2413

Wl'tlTE on ELUE

WHITE on GREEN



cJLi)iis

in 1967 rinc 1963 there were so Tsny complslnls on tegs rrrstlnq
1-.hsr. r ni-)r'.'.-ys.'toa stsrt*cj rn 1p5p. rhe L96g Lng wes"ftrst riiripeol: n s !ec lr-1 1 lqrr lrl to prevent :lr_:st, then a street of plestlc iru,qelf;ed $nto the bnel<q::urrnri, elvlnq lt its co1or. In l969 ii oiuocL:nr'. Thtrn n C 1f ferent slieeb rvns rnelte<J on Bf ter Cryini, glvlngiho 1et'.;crs ihelr eolor, such Fs black Ln lp6). Thls wes thef lrst iFc t: hnl'e :.eflectlon pelnt. 1970 ancl'up tegs hed r€-flectlon palnt on letters' anti backgrounci. The i 96i"ias the stertof tsqs belnq prtnted on one slcle.

/.tAtsAMAcowgrng
1912 i{hlte on Blue (porcelatn} LgsL
1)''1..) ;1sck on Ited (porcelaln ) 

' 
L95Z

1914 iileck on r{htte (porcelatn ) L95j\91,1 lvhlbe on Green (forcelalni Lg541gf5 Slrck on yetlow lg|s
191? - Red on rdhlie 1956
a ^a a'L9i5 olue on Grey 1957
1919 - lihlfe on Dark Green L95B
1920 Blpck on i{htbe L959
'1" 9?1 fred on i'Jhl" te 1960
\922 -.31ncii cn ir:{rp Yellow L96L
L9?3 larnlte on Dsrt< illue 1962
i924 .8r0r.,'n on Creom L963
L925 - Whlte on Secl L96+
1925 ithtte on Gieen L965
L92? Ivory on Blnck '. L966
1928 - i:lnck on Yel-}or^r L95?
1929 - Ye11o'i\I on illack L968
1930 t{hlf;e on Recl L969
L93l Yellow-Oranqe on Green I97O
L932 Bleck on l,Ihlte L97L
l.933 ldhlte on Llght Blue \gZZ193+ Black on Oranqe l-973
L935 Whlte on Green LgZ+
L935 ReC on trIhlte L9?5
L937 lurple on tlhlte 19?6
1-938 Red on Blue
L939 iileck on Sllver
L9+0 Yellord on Black
Lg+l $l-eck on Yellow
T9+2 Yellow on Bleck
I9+3 t+2 plate wtth wtndshteld stlckerT9++ .B1eck on YellowL9t+5 Ye11ow on Black
19+5 - Whlte on Black
L9+7 Black r:n Stlver
L9r+8 Deep Ye1ltrw on Black
r'949 - i*1sck r.rn Deep yellon
L95A Yellow on slack

- 8lsck on Ye11ow
tr{hlte r:n iilue

- .Blue on Whlte
Whlte on Blue
l,Ihlte on Green
Black on Deep lel1ow
Deep Yellow on Bleck
Whlte on Blue
.Blue on Whlte
Whlte on tslue
l/hlte on Black
Itrhtte oh Green
1'Ihl te on ts1ue
taJhlte on Crlmson
Orange on Blue
Whlte on Black
Yel1ow on Blue
i'fhlte on Bed
Green on Whlte

- Blue on i,ihlte
- Black on Derk yellow
- .Black on Dark Tourqolse

Red on Whtfe
- Whlbe on Black

Blaek on Yellow
- Blue on lJhtte



GRAPHICS & NUMBERS

"COUNTYI' NUMBERS

1942 was the flrat year for county number to appear,

000- 000

A tag with 000-000 is a sarnple tag. The state eende thia tag to
each state showing our col.ore" They used to be for eale for $1
before 1969, but because of counterfeiting into usable tageo it was
di.scontinued. The oldeet tag I have seen ia '1,934"

r80 |

The nurnber 80 tag ie
out of its tags. Thie
extra Xarge trucks"

a supplement tag, It
etarted in 1967" They

i.e ueed when a county rung
are al.so ueed ag of 197n on

Tags had

ilAil _

ilBil _

llr^ttqv

rrDH _

rrlErrlD

ilEn _

LETTERS

A. ts. C" D
(Old Tag6 up to 1952)

these Lettere up until 1952 and were issued according to weight.

2,000 lbs. or-l.ess, sold for S. OO (srnail. carg like Groeely,
F{enry J., 

3nd 
ModeL T}

2,000 lbs. to 2,500 Lbs., soLd for $9.00 (Model A)

?,,5OA lbs" to 3,25A lbs., sold for $ 13. 00 (Dodge)

3,250 Lbs. bnd up, sotrdfor $ I9.00 (big cars Like packard
and Cadillac)

4n 000 Lbs" and 
?ver 

for 1933 
1nd 

l93a on,V, sold for g 30. 00

on truck tage frorr 192L and, L922

tt



{t

Draul

r!'

. . ;'1.

d
4-t.

{.r:lF
't.
..5.

";.'ii.:#
i;r'.

.r:q.:

.*: .

,tjr;

i,ir
S],i.,
l!:.'i

!j'
'i.J. l
lnl{"i;

.lrt,
'i.lir:
rii: ,

ili
.i t-.

,;,i,'l
t,;il

'.:*":
. .ir'ii

rfl
:.i.:.:::

i:Fil
. sl,t

,,11{'*'
.!,*jrr'
'''1, :'li

:1r,

f.ir
,t?

' 'rl.lt
:4f

'...I.!.'

".til'
'{!;'

\
\

d(.

rd.n
\ ttctl

r{ t+

*o

I
a

I

l"*:
I 
"" :-.*'

Jt"e\'*

JA

.i..1 \ I
$r' ut{,',rr. lra 'lt lll'rt 1?

o

COUNTY,TOWN
ALABAMA

ALABAMA COI,TNTY TAG NlJttlEElS

Jclfcrron ..- t Grme 

- 

!t
Mobih .......- 2 Hrh 

-.tlt

Alonrjoncry 
-i 

HcnrT 
---17Aut.uga 4 lf ourot 

-l 

a
Brldrin ---l Jrclrol 

-tt

Rerbour 6 Lrner ..-a0
Bibb -*- / Lrudrdele *-.41
Blount-8 Lr-rcncr'-42
Bullock 

-9 

l-cc ---4,
Eurler .----lO Linc*oae ...-_11
Crlhoun .-.1 I Lovndcc 

-4 

t
Cbrmber 

-12 

llr<on 

--.{6
Chctolr 

-tt 

Ffudircn 

-47

Chilton 
---14 

Mrrcn3c 
---.alChocrr 

-1' 

Slrrion 

-.4i

Clerle ".-16 MrnhrlS 
--.to€hy -....-17 htoarc 

-ll

(:I.burno 
--*f8 

Motjea 

-ll

Colfcr 
--_19 

Prry ___J!
Colbctr ---2o Pi<lcnr 

-.t4

Conrcuh ----2t Frtr --..---llCoou.....--21 Reodolph 

-.t6

Covingbt .-.21 Rurrcll 
-.-!7Crtnchrq -_*24 Shclhr --..!l

Cullmrr 
-.-.:t St- Cbir 

--.ttI)ele -...---26 Sumrce --*6ODrllrr _.---27 Trlhdege 

- 

6t
8)rKrlb 

-."*--20 
Tellrpon 

-6t
Elmore 

---29 
Tuqrlorr 

--.at|'rtrnbir --_!0 Prllrr 

- 

${
Er.[t __tl I'ohirrta -- l1
S.Frt 

-tl' 

Wilcrr -- lf
Frratllr 

-tt 
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-l{ 
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ttPRlVAfErt

In L)22 to 1926 the word lprlvatett appoered on paseenger caro
and t truckt for a truclc, also t taxl t and t trall,erf for L925
a.nd 1926 

"

T}iE HEART

1955 wes the year of the flrst heart and therrHeart of Dlxle.r'
L956 to 1960 the heart wae smeLler tn the Lower Left corner.
1961 tt became smaller and ls the same up to today. Tn 1.9T4
the heart wae moved to the lower rl.ght co?ri€F - Just for change.

F'RoNtr

19JZ was the onLy year thab a bag hed the word rrfyonfrr .!.n-dleatlng the posltl.ontng of the tago Aleo, the onl,y year thatpurple palnt was used. ThLs atarbed the Lesulng of two tagaper vehlcle except for L/r8 (unknown at th!.e t!.mel end L952
because of metaL ehortage due to Korea.

ARROT{S

From L937 to 1940
tag had l-ese t,han

on arrow was used as a Epsce fl.LLer tf a
slx dlglts"

lrvff AND ilDr!

Tegs todey that have trDrt are dealer tags" AutomobtLe deaLers
are Lssued one teg per salesman, whlch Is kept on hls demonstrator
model end he transfers lt htnself from car to car." Thls practlce
sterted ln the early 20te and had the Letter nVr. In 1p68 theLetter rrDrr saa started and the tage na<le ln dlfferent ooLors
from regul-ar tagse

AI{T_IQTJE TAGS

rf you orfi3 8n ent,Lque car, Eo geg an anti.qua trg, do the f,ollowfug: yots
nuat gat e opeci.rl foruq from the court House" The tag wLLL cogt iL0.00end lr nrda out to the cgr" Thc cag ehouLd atey wtBh tba ecr tf Lt teEoI'd. r'c crn be used ontry durLng pmades rnd apec{.eL evcnt,r, not forcvery-dry use. rf, you hrvE thLc tsg 8nd {c !.c daotroyed, r rr** trg caqbe eErdc sLth Ehe csee nuobrr for 91 Bluc uhc ol,d trg *a'. eprc{.rf forr.
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1t)a? 't1 -trr' \r/.nlCd\/l'- v(-'!

20rs, L5,, x 6,,
only n'3{)u tr r;n Lner,.

)0t s, L')!" Y. 5L"

!t:r-..' .:

Jia il-nbcns Legs hnve exLre holes because neny wouldnrN
rl *,ren!cl-e so en extrs hole hed to be Bddeo.

SLOTS

2 to it sl-ot.s !n esrller Alabama taqs vrere for stre ppLn4 e
:o a \rehlcle beceruse many dtdntt have br:npers.

J-'A PER STICKERS FOR i.i 1}JDSIiIELDr
:n 1!+l becsuse of \,iorld \*Iar II the State of Al ebarla r'ras feceC
".^:l;r c ::etel shortege, causlng the f lrst paper ',,rlnd shlelc stlcker

^5 I co'roA On the front of thls sheet ls a slrnllar plcLure+uL,qsu.

:i ir'asi tne stlcker looks 1lke. You were lnstructed to leeve
; jrE i !+2 neEel tags on your behlcle and plece the stlcker ln
1:i::in r'leir on the wlndshleld. In November of L943 your s?-Lc4e:
:,.'rs- vcli end then you purchased your L94+ metal tag ,t:LLh
--c*irrn+ /hr'-slr on bi.ovrn) front stlcker. l'1any people et tnls.--.-.\) \ v!u

::ae rroul-C screpe the L9+3 stlcker off of the l^rlndol\'T,r.1cn ls
:.'3 reei reeson r^rny they are so rare to f lnd. Severel colIec:ols
iliive seen f ortunete enough to f lnd stlcker stI1l oo 'rrlnd sh j.eiC
'-:-i ^h *'na" ^"t the gless off of the wlndshlelo. The onl;r \9+j:..._u.. v./r.,/ uu

s:ici<e: ln -uhe packege known ln exlst€nce ls owned by Rex llcCrery
r\'- -irmlnchonr !.ra.., irr a

]-94+

l':e :e i:es been sone C lscusslon among teg collectors about ihe i 9++q- i n'.':r riany collectors lncluo lnq myself never kner^l tney e::is:ec
i;:ii1 f sei+ tne perfect stlcker r.,trlth netchlng met€l teq e.t ihe
.o:e oi .r:lli John-son, I22 Cedarcrest Drlve, Florence , Alrrba::a.
l:.e c rpy on the f :'ont of thls shee t ls word f or f ord of :^rhac ihe
s:1c'ier 'Looks l-1ke . A.f ter d lscussln4 the stleker wtth seversl-
).2?T collecNors and one of bhem worklng at the County Ccur:nouse
\.- Cullnen durtng f he l,Jar and who haci psrt of the responslbll l;;,'
t'=;:::-Z:hls stlcker belng Issued a! that tirne. 'ihls leads ris to
Z!:;!:\ -v'tcl '"he stlcker'vras lssued only on a County wlde basl"s.
-- : .- : l'cu con ciee:.1-.y see thls stanp was lssued by !a.e Si.:.,i

. 1+.-,- .: - v ,- tr jarra t.tt aw.-----v Va ..eV9.^UV.



Iri\{:{."i L11Ckr
l'.' .; s,

Conlnr; ln
L97{J

$:'e,vou one oi Lhos;e smug Alnbqml: drlvers
rer$Ti":icr! ii^r c'run!y code nurnbers used on
ln Lhi.:r ::1,:::bc? Are y$u one of those who
e've that ttlJtt ls Cherolree, tt29tt 1s Elmore
rr $7r ls '!,Jlnston?

who has patnstekl nq|y
automoblle llcense Lags

knows wlthoub bllnklng an
, uJ$r ts Randolph and

"'1e11, 
en joy yourself for the next 12 months, because cone 0ctober

19?6 every Al,abarnlan who can resd wtll know where a car ls frorn.
Next yesr the county code sysiem w111 be Junked and thereafter
the nal:le of bhe county wlli be prlnted on the bottom of the La.g.

Thls !s but one of several maJor changes belng made ln the auto
teq svsten ln .Alebcma, Beglnnlng vrlth the L977 tag the plates
l;lLl nsu only h;ve a r.ew Look but there w111 be a new procedure
as we11 for buylrrg tags. Alabamlens wlll buy a. tag once every
f lve year:s. ilowever, befo:e you stand up and shout, thlnklng that
.you wlll" not have to slanci Ln lhose long ilnes every year, Xou
betber read oo. You r^r111 heve to stand ln Ilne...not for a Eag...
but. for an up-date stlcker each year. And the cost of EhaE l-lttle
stlcker wtll- be preclsely what you have been paylng for the Eag.

Travls l,Ill1lams, Bsststant comr^rlssloner of the State Department of
Revenue, sald,rtThe llcense plates whlch go lnto effect for ihe
| 77 teg yesr ere elphe-nunerlcal ln deslgn, That ls they conslst
of a serles of three letters of bhe alpirabet and three numerals.
Indlvldual countles r^r111 not have a spectflc tag number, rather
el1 tags wl1l have the eounty :lame prtnted at the botton. By
uslng the elpha-numerlcal deslgn we can get about 1J or 15 rntlllon
conblnetions after the bad worCs are ellmlnated. And slnce we
manufscture aboul J n111lon tags, Xou can see bhab thls method ntIl
be more tnan suf f lclent.rt

The nerv ta4 1aw vrhlch wl1l Bpply only bo passenger vehlcles and
plck-up trucks r^ras necess j.tated f or several reasons, spaee be lng
lhe prlrnery one . Sa ld Wtl1lams , trThe larger countles , Jef ferson,
I'loblle and especlally l4adlson are s!"mply runnlng out of spsce
on t--he i;ag. Thele ls no more room for nurnbers. Madtson Count,y
ts a double dlg.Lt county (t+fj so tt has one less spnee for a
Clqlt. If we dontt change the plate sty1e, the numbers wtl1
slmply run off the tag,tt se.ld Wllllarqs.
I'Another reason for the change ls bhab the plates are much easler
to ree{ and renember. Three letters of the alphebet and three
numbers rnake the Job rnuch easier for law enforcement off lclals.
ltts mtqhty herd to remember a serles of flve or slx numbers
Jer,:ed twa,:(;Lhc:.,' 5 t111 r a*'L:1.:r re&s:r)fi for the new trrq concer$s
ihe ,Tfinula*t,r::i.:;c: ,ii' :i.e :$rfi ti",.n li* cigsses r:f l lcense pleles
1n Aiatr'.,:;.:. /r"tren:i"y !(t?,'f: co.:nir'has I set r:f ecci': of the l+0
t-rrnr-e r'rdr,v ii:e ngU i*"ri the t*:qS :*I1"1 be r,lenUfSCNUferl !nv.Jlrrtrt viiuJ--

cor:tlnuour orier, reduclrrg dTrimetlcsLly the overrun of pLates.



Ihe Depnrtne nt of Corrccilons, t,rhlch hss the responslbll lty of
rnpnufncturln.q uh: p1t'tc.s, hns 6n eppropr:lertlon of .,1Lr552,000 for
nnkln.q Nhe pl*:L:s f,o:: the't977 tog yerrr. And soys 1'1111lams, "It+"rr'l'! n,rc.t- r',1 o1"11 rnOney ihC f !rsL yeAf Of the f iVe-year-EAr,. 'Lhe!a:!{ Ltr\tv ulrv

sevlnqs r+tl.l- not cone uniil- the second, thlrC, fourth and f lf bh
ye$rs. Durlrg the f lrsL yeor f;hey 'nv111 have to menufacture three
nllllon tac:s end tl.cse ta, s l.,rll-1 have to be better tags so they
urlll 1tsf; f lve "','e srs r !r iJiilinine sdCerj. rrNii doubt 1t w111 cost
then no're than the 5Q cents per csg Lhey were spproprlated.rr

"However, Curlng the succeeding years bhe Departnent of Correcblons
'rr11i rfinl.rfrriur'': cn1;' .-,:oui ;1 !:al-f nlll-ion pl-aies ifor ihe nell
csrs e::d neitr re.:ldents ). An* s!nce bhey r,rl11 recelve spproxlnately
the sene epproprLaiion 6s Curlr.g lhe flrst year, thetr expense
wllL be nuch Less. Ihe up*oetti stickers probably wllL not cost
them more than three cents &plece,r' sal"d i,Ifllls.ms.

w"eL"effi&ffifr&'E
i

COUNTY NAME


