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Greetings NAR,

It’s hard to believe September is already here - where has the year gone? 

It’s a great time to reflect on what has been a busy and successful year for 

NAR so far. We’ve had our share of rain that forced changes or 

cancellations for many events, and now we’re in the thick of the heat and 

humidity. Kudos to everyone who braved the elements these past few 

months and to those who will in the coming weeks. Cooler weather, 

vibrant fall colors, and a packed schedule of events are sure to capture 

everyone’s attention.

Let’s kick things off with our 63rd annual car show on October 24th, 2026, 

at Wicks Family Field in Huntsville from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We expect a 

fantastic turnout of cars, trucks, and bikes, so make sure yours is polished 

and ready. With a strong lineup of sponsors and vendors, it’s shaping up 

to be an outstanding event. We still need volunteers, so let us know if you 

can help. The sponsor’s deadline is September 15th, so let’s work to bring 

in a few more. Door prizes are also needed, restaurants, auto stores, 

collision shops, and more are great places to request donations.

Besides our car show we have several events scheduled. September 1st, 

join us for our monthly NAR car cruise-in at Phil Sandoval’s in Madison 

from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., followed by a NAR car display at Brookdale 

Jones Farm on September 13th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. For an up-close 

look at some incredible cars in a private setting, come join us on 

September 19th for the Deke Damson Garage Crawl with lunch 

beforehand. On October 3rd, we’ve planned a road trip to Lynnville TN to 

visit the Soda Pop Junction retro diner. Great food and great milkshakes. 

Across the street is a railroad museum (free) and Big Machine Distillery is 

5 minutes down the road. Keep an eye on your email for more details on 

these NAR events.

I would strongly encourage everyone to read your emails (NAR-AACA) 

and go to the NAR Facebook private page to get firsthand information on 

what is going on within your club. There are still plenty of shows and 

cruise-in’s left in the season so keep checking the NAR pages.

Our monthly meeting is also a great resource – mark your calendars for 

September 24th, for our dinner/business meeting at 88 Buffet starting at 

6:00 p.m.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment and dedication to our club. We 

look forward to seeing many of you at events in the coming months.

Unite by Wheels/Fueled by Friends

With warm regards,

Bob

https://nar-aaca.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/naraaca
https://nar-aaca.org/
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Meeting called to order at 6:31 p.m.

1. Old Business

• Pledge of Allegiance

• Welcome to our New Members

- Gloria Roman & Kimo

- Mike Barto

- Gary & Carolyn Smith

- Thomas Steele

• Thanks to Bob and Linda Weidman for snacks and drinks

• Secretary’s Report - Approved

• Treasurer’s Report - Approved

• Show Chairman Report

- 28 show registrations received already - more than last year

- Please sell ads and sponsorships

- Volunteer sign-up sheet was passed around

• Facebook Report - All is Good

• Website Report - Everything is running smoothly

• Club Gear - Talk to Laurie - Prices have been reduced. Please support our club

2. New Business

• Under the Weather

- Chuck Nickey - Knee replacement

- Martha Dion - Knee surgery

- Jim Mullins - Gall bladders surgery

• NAR Show your ride

- 1979 Firebird Formula - Dave Robertson

- 1963 Impala - Wayne Scites

• Huntsville 4th of July Parade - Great representation of our club!

• NAR Cruise-In at Phil Sandoval’s Madison - 32 cars present for the first event

- Next event is August 4th

• Harold Caneer’s Jeep Pickup for sale - Contact Rosanne Caneer for more information

• What are you looking for?

- Need a special part, tool, have a question, need help on a project, need to know who

sells what. Put your requests on the private club page.

• Celebration of Life for Harold Caneer - June 27th

• Condolences to the Wagner family on the passing of Paul Wagner

• Deke Damson Garage Call on September 19th. 2-4

• Road Trip October 3rd to Lynnville, TN Soda Pop Junction

- Lynnville Railroad Museum and Big Machine Distillery

• Working on a cruise on Lake Guntersville - details to come

• Door Prize Time

• Tonight’s Presentation - Wayne Scites: Highlights of Car Camp at McPherson College

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Meeting Minutes / 23 July 2026 Joel Mason Secretary
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Meeting called to order at 6:45 p.m.

1. NAR By-Laws Update

1. Change to membership termination - one year to catch up with notifications - will begin in January 2028

2. Change to editor role - regarding the monthly newsletter in accordance with AACA rules which doesn’t specify newsletter frequency 

beyond 4 times per year

3. Checks and balances - one appointed board member to perform audit rather than full board. NAR AACA checking account requires

two signatures

4. Running ledger shall be kept using excel or other spreadsheet software. Receipts shall be kept at least 3 years - digital and or 

physical

2. Totcky Award

1. Family has requested retiring the award. Board approves to honor this request. Award will be returned to family.

2. Do we want to replace the award? How do the criteria need to be updated?

3. Create a sub-committee to draft new criteria: Chuck, Al, and additional club members 2-3

3. AACA Nationals

1. Have to wait 5 years to get the AACA grant money (5k) so 2029

2. Tabled

4. NAR October Car Show

1. Treasurer’s Report

2. Sponsor Update

3. Show field map

4. Wicks has new management and cannot honor previous contract regarding concessions: switch to two food trucks

5. $75 worth of ads nets free registration and t-shirt: same as last year

6. Charity donation 50/50 to Merrimack Hall provides activities for special kids- will present at our August meeting

5. NAR Video

1. Kent Ballard has agreed to make a club video at no charge. Ana will contact Kent and link up with Gerald Moore

6. Merchandise

1. 50% off to clear it out and later may go to 75% off

7. Member Recognition

1. Want to recognize members who have been long standing with the club. Start with 5 years

8. Community Outreach

1. Veterans parade is coming up - we will support

2. Do we want to do a Christmas parade? - we will not support

9. Dinner Meetings

1. Next at 88 Buffet on September 24th

2. Christmas Party on December 5th at Stovehouse: $20 per person

3. Door prize budget of $500 in regards to car detailing

4. May consider space and rocket center

5. Name of dinner vs dinner/business meeting

10. NAR Cruise-In

1. First one was a big success and second was not as robust due to bad weather

2. Need a generic club sign/banner

11. Coming Events

1. Deke Damson Garage - September 19th

2. Cruise to Lynnville - October 2nd

3. Monark Grove Car Display - October 11th

4. Mercury Chase Railroad - November 7th or 14th. $17-46 per person Family event

5. Dan Wachtel garage crawl to be rescheduled to next April

6. Brookdale on September 13th

12. Wayne Shaw’s Club Donation

1. Wants to donate a 2008 Ford F-150 Lariat and 1988 Dodge Ram Charger: Ram needs a lot of work

2. Significant tax issue but may be resolved through using Jeff Slagle’s Car dealership

13. Needs of the club

1. Increase members at monthly meeting

2. More members involved

3. Different social events

4. Incentive to get new members

- Starting in 2027, new members will be added without paying dues for the first year

5. Club exposure at shows and other events

6. Officer Elections in November - Need a nomination committee

7. Mail chimp looks great - kudos

- Potential to add SMS and Facebook connectivity

Meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Meeting Minutes / 6 August 2026 Joel Mason Secretary
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NAR Information

Member Milestones

September Birthdays

October Birthdays

1 Joe Marchelites

7 Ana Maria Clare-Emmi

8 Ron Dion 

8 Teri Moore

11 Jim Mullins 

15 Dena Robertson

10 Harry Trumbull

13 Dan Wachtel 

14 Linda Weidman

19 Jerry Carignan 

20 Carla Holder

22 Mike Grieco

23 Bob Ferenc

26 Dave Dunlap

30 Sandy Dunlap

Treasurer’s Reports

October Anniversaries

4 Roger and Konnie Mays

September Anniversaries

6 Greg and Susan Stefanovic / 30 in 2026

9 Bob and Laurie Ferenc  / 20 in 2026

9 Al and Ana-Maria Clare Emmi / 21 in 2026

12 Roger and Brenda Jones / 62 in 2026

12 Joe Marchelites and Carla Holder

31 July 2026

Reconciled Balance

• Checking $1,414.52

• Savings $19,087.24

• Petty Cash $100.00

08 August 2026

Reconciled Balance

• Checking $2,436.32

• Savings $19,087.24

• Petty Cash $100.00



6 September / October 2026NAR    AACA

NAR Information

NAR Christmas Party

NAR Car Show Pre-Registration

Pre-Registration for our 2026 annual NAR Car Show is now available on 
the NAR club website.

Show Date: Saturday, 24 October 2026

Web Address: https://nar-aaca.org/

Deke Damson Garage Crawl

Date: Saturday, 19 September 2026

Time: 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Address: 1101 Washington Street / Former Red Cross building

NAR will meet for lunch at 12:00 p.m. at Big Ed’s Pizza, 255 Pratt Ave 
NE, Huntsville, then proceed to the Deke Damson garage.

NAR Road Trip to the Soda Pop Junction

Date: Saturday, 3 October 2026

Location: Soda Pop Junction / Lynnville, TN / 1 hour drive

Built in the 1860’s, this historical former drug store is now a nostalgic 

retro 1950’s style diner.

Across the street is the Lynnville Railroad Museum with free 

admission. Five minutes up the road is the Big Machine Distillery. 

There is a one hour tour and vodka tasting available for $25.00.

Date: Saturday, 5 December 2026

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Location: The Canteen at Stovehouse

Address: 3414 Governors Drive / Huntsville, AL 35805
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NAR Information

For Sale / Jeep Pickup

Year: 1947-1953

Price: $5,000, but will accept cash offers

Contact: Rosanne Caneer at (256) 655-7581

What are you looking for?

• Need a special car part?

• Borrow a tool?

• Have a technical question?

• Need help on a project?

• Need to know who sells?

Let us know. More than likely, we can help. Go to the NAR Facebook 
private page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/naraaca and post 
what you need.

New NAR-AACA Mailchimp Club Email

Dave Robertson and Ana Clare-Emmi have been working on a new club 

email system called Mailchimp. Ana is sending out weekly reminders of 

car shows, cruise-in's, and other events. Please open your NAR-AACA 

emails and see what is happening within the club. We welcome any 

ideas and suggestions. And don't forget to go to the NAR Facebook 

private page for great articles, items for sale, car show pictures and a lot 

more information.

• Open to All Makes, Models & Years

• Cars, Trucks and Bikes

• Enjoy Great Mexican Food

• Free Admission

• Give-a-Ways

Phil Sandoval’s NAR Club Cruise-In

Date: First Tuesday of the Month

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Location: Phil Sandovals

Address: 8217 Highway 72 / Madison, AL
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NAR Information
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Show Your Ride

1979 Pontiac Firebird Formula 1963 Chevrolet Impala

Wayne Scites

Super Sport Convertible, Series 1467

327-CID, 300-HP V-8 Engine, Muncie M-20

4-Speed Manual Transmission

Factory Options:

Power Steering, Power Brakes, Tilt Steering 

Wheel, Cruise Control, Clock, Tach, Bumper 

Guards, AM Radio with Rear Antenna, and Dual 

Outside Mirrors

I purchased this car in February 1985 from a 

then-NAR member, the late Bernard Andrews. It 

was just a used car then, but a dream come true 

for me. I drove it extensively around town, and 

on multiple, trouble-free out-of-state trips, 

including Georgia, Florida, and to my wedding in 

Missouri in 1986.

I had to rebuild the transmission (probably my 

own fault) in the late 80s, and then the engine in 

2006 as bad gas was to blame. Otherwise, just 

routine maintenance.

After 41 years it's my newest antique car, but I've 

had it the longest!

2.14 W
3.79 H

2.14 W
3.79 H

Dave Robertson

This on-owner vehicle is just 1 of 367 L78/W72 

Pontiac V-8 engine equipped Formula built in 

the 1979 model year. The vehicle was ordered in 

August 1978 and delivered to Baranco Pontiac in 

November 1978. It was ordered with all options 

available except delete radio.

Engine: Pontiac 6.6 litre (400 CID) V-8. Last 

production of a Pontiac V-8 engine.

Transmission: M21 Borg Warner T-10 4 speed 

manual.

Major Options:

W56 Trans Am Special Performance Package

CC1 Removable Hatch Roof

A31 Power Windows

W50 Formula Appearance Package

N33 Tilt Steering Wheel

J65 Front & Rear Disc Brakes

74B1 Custom Deluxe Interior, Carmine Red

AU3 Power Door Locks

U17 Rally Gages, Clock & Tach

C60 Air Conditioning

*Vehicle was Ziebart undercoated immediately 

after delivery

Original sticker price with options: $9,405.45

Original purchase price: $7,754.70

Assembled: Norwood, Ohio

Sold New: Baranco Pontiac, Atlanta, Georgia
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Activities

250th Anniversary 4th of July Parade 4 July 2026
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Activities

The Village Madison 25 July 2026

Sending a huge thanks to North Alabama Region (NAR) of the Antique Automobile Club of America 
(AACA) as well for providing the beautiful display yesterday. For all those who made such a fun day 
possible, including our kitchen staff who showed out once again, we are so grateful!

The Village Madison
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Activities

Elite Car Club Show 8 August 2026

What a great day at the Elite Car Club Car Show at God's Love Covenant Church. There may have been 
only a few cars, but the smiles, conversations, and new friendships made it all worthwhile. It was wonderful 
meeting some new people and enjoying the day together. And congratulations to Al Emmi and Ana Maria 
Clare-Emmi, who both walked away with cash door prizes!

A special shout-out to Harry Trumbull, who always comes out and joins every single car show! Cheers to 
the three amigos! LOL

A huge thank you to the Elite Car Club for putting on another fun car show. We’re already looking forward 
to the next one!

Until then, keep cruising and enjoying the ride!
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NAR Merchandise

Quantities and sizes are limited so order today! Close out Price. Please bring exact cash amount.

To place order, please call or text Laurie Ferenc at (716) 380-0795. Laurie will bring your purchased items 

to the NAR monthly meeting after the date of purchase.

(1) NAR/AACA Magnetic Signs $10.00 / (2) $19.00

(2) Cap $12.00

(2) Visor $12.00

(3) Jackets / S, M, L, XL $48.00

(3) Jackets / 2X, 3X $50.00

(4) Printed T-Shirt / S, M, L, XL $15.00

(4) Printed T-Shirt / XXL, XXXL $16.50

(5) Gray Rocket Polo $18.75

• NAR/AACA Tote Bags $1.00

• Embroidered Long Sleeve T-Shirts $15.00

• Embroidered Short Sleeve T-Shirts $15.00

(1) (2) (3)

(5)(4) (4) (4)

• Men's Embroidered Cotton Polos $15.00

• Men's Embroidered Poly Polos $15.00

• Ladies Embroidered Cotton Polos $15.00

• Ladies Embroidered Poly Polos $15.00

• Printed T-Shirts / S,M,L,XL $10.00

• Printed T-Shirts / XXL/XXXL $11.00

• Printed Polos / S,M,L,XL $15.00

• Printed Polos / XXL, XXXL $17.00

• Dated Rocket T-Shirts $7.00

• Dated Rocket Polos $10.00

• Gray Rocket Polos $12.00
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NAR Article Doug Cooper NAR Member

My dad and I bought this 1947 Hudson Commodore Eight in Paris, IL in July 1974 when I was 15. I think he 

wanted it because 1947 was the year he graduated high school and possibly that he grew up a couple 

blocks from a Hudson dealership.

When we picked up the car he said you’re driving it home and he said the shift is on the column not on 

the floor like the pick up and let’s go. I was 15 at the time and don’t remember much of the drive home 

but it was 20 miles and I made it somehow.

We never titled or licensed the Hudson but I would drive my dad around town when home on leave and 

he took great joy in honking the horn at his friends. The car was garaged at my parents home in Marshall, 

IL until last December when we sold the house and trailered the Hudson to Madison. It’s an all original car 

with original paint and interior. Nancy helped get the car home and I couldn’t have done it without her 

support.

Since getting it home we’ve replaced the cork clutch, rebuild the carb and fuel pump, cleaned out the fuel 

tank and many small fixes. We are looking forward to getting this car back on the road and out to some 

local shows.

My Dad’s 1947 Hudson Commodore Eight
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Joe Brackin ‘80 jokes that when he was dating his wife Roberta Marcantonio, he knew their relationship 

was serious when she let him drive her car.

Roberta purchased her beloved roadster — a 1966 Sunbeam Tiger — in 1980 after graduating college and 

settling into her career in Atlanta. Since she and Joe married 27 years ago, the couple has been committed 

to keeping the roadster in top shape, fully restoring the car’s mechanics and appearance.

“I knew Joe loved cars when we started dating, even if I made him wait a while to drive mine,” Roberta 

said. “And we joked a lot about that. In fact, the best man at our wedding said that Joe married me for my 

Tiger and I married him to have an engineer to work on it.”

When the couple retired on the South Carolina 

coast in 2019, they began making estate planning 

decisions, including philanthropic giving to Auburn. 

As they considered what they wanted to do with 

their prized Tiger, it became clear that it could be 

used to bring joy to the Auburn Family by 

another Tiger: Aubie.

TIGER TIME

Growing up in central Alabama in the ‘60s and ‘70s, 

loving Auburn was a family thing for Joe. And a part 

of that love for Auburn was the idea of Aubie.

“I grew up an Auburn fan, just like my whole family was,” he said. “My brother-in-law was a 1968 graduate 

in civil engineering, and I remember going to a football game with him and my sister when the Haley 

Center was being built.”

Whether from going to games with his family or getting souvenirs from his sister’s trips to Jordan-Hare 

Stadium, Joe amassed a collection of football programs featuring the cartoon Aubie, originally imagined 

by Phil Neel in 1959.

When it was time to choose a college, the choice was easy. And during Joe’s last year at Auburn, student 

leaders brought Aubie to life.

RESTORING A CLASSIC

When Roberta bought the Tiger, she was determined to keep her dream car for as long as possible. After 

she and Joe married, the decided it was time to start restoring the roadster.

“It ran OK, and was in pretty good shape, but the paint was starting to get worn and it needed some 

work,” Joe said. “So, when we married and moved to South Florida in the late ‘90s, we had the 

conversation that, if we’re going to keep this car for the long haul, let’s freshen up the paint and do other 

things to preserve it.”

A Tiger for a Tiger: A couple’s gift to Auburn spirit

Kendra Carter Philanthropy Communications

Jonah Enfinger Auburn University Photographic Services

Joe Brackin and Roberta Marcantonio committed a vintage 

roadster to the Aubie Program through a planned gift.
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One thing led to another and once they started, they weren’t sure where to stop.

“I started taking things off to get the car ready for a paint refresh, and next thing you know, the car is in 

pieces and the engine is out,” he said. “We decided at that point that we might as well rebuild the engine 

so that it will last forever.”

Over the next two years, they found specialists to help them meticulously restore the Tiger to showroom 

factory condition — including replacing the wood details in the dashboard, repairing the upholstery, 

rebuilding the engine block and refreshing the original midnight blue paint job.

“The color happened to be the perfect Auburn blue,” Roberta said.

GIVING BACK

Helping new generations of the Auburn Family is 

something Joe holds close to his heart.

After graduating with his degree in civil engineering, 

he had a nontraditional career working in

structural analysis for aerospace companies, and 

later software structural analysis at Siemens. He

credits the well-rounded engineering education he 

got at Auburn, along with the college’s Career 

Development Office, for the opportunity to 

interview with companies like Lockheed Martin and 

Boeing before graduation.

“I was set to work for the highway department, 

but instead of working on roads and bridges, 

I worked on airplanes and rockets all over the 

country,” he said. “The great engineering faculty and 

education I got at Auburn helped lead me to places 

I never would have dreamed of.”

He also recognized the sacrifices his parents made to give him the Auburn experience.

“Auburn was very important to my parents, and they worked hard to get me through school at a time 

when scholarships and financial aid were rare,” he said. “When they passed away, we decided to start a 

scholarship in their memory as a way to give future Auburn engineers the same support they gave me to 

earn an education.”

Joe and Roberta established the Bob and Lydia Brackin Endowed Scholarship in the Samuel Ginn College 

of Engineering and created an annual scholarship in his parents’ memory as well.

When the couple retired and began looking at long-term estate planning, they established the Joe Brackin

and Roberta Marcantonio Endowed Scholarship in the College of Engineering through planned gifts.

As the question of the Tiger came up, it was Roberta who decided that they should bequeath it to the 

Aubie Program.

Since Roberta and Joe married 27 years ago, the couple 

has been committed to keeping the 1966 roadster in top 

shape, fully restoring the car’s mechanics and appearance. 

Roberta purchased the car in 1980 after she graduated 

from college.
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The couple left the roadster to the university in their estate plan but are already working with the Aubie

Program, Student Affairs and Ginn College of Engineering to determine how the groups can collaborate to 

care for the car long-term, including engineering students being part of the car’s care and connecting with 

the Aubie Program.

“We put a lot of love, time and thought into the Tiger, and we like the idea that Aubie will be able to use it 

to help share what is so special about Auburn,” she said. “We know the College of Engineering has smart 

folks who can help ensure that the car stays in great shape so that it’s an asset for the Aubie Program for 

many years to come.”

“We want Aubie to be able to use the car while we’re still around,” Joe said. “Our plan is to give the car to 

Auburn when we are no longer able to enjoy it. Until then, we love the idea of driving it to campus around 

events when Aubie can use it to ride in style.”

Joe and Roberta brought Tiger to campus for the Auburn Football game against the Georgia Bulldogs, 

and drove Aubie to take photos with fans in front of the Melton Student Center the  Friday afternoon 

before the matchup.

“We want Auburn fans to get used to seeing Aubie with the Tiger and rallying around it,” Roberta added. 

“This is a wonderful way to connect our love for Auburn with the larger Auburn spirit in a way that many 

people get to enjoy.”
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AACA 2026 National Calendar

Please verify prior to making plans to attend any event listed.

https://aaca.org/events/category/aaca-national-calendar/

Sept 9-14 Founders Tour (1932-2001) – Williamsburg, VA

Sept 12-26 Revival AAA Glidden Tour (Pre-1943) – Dover, DE

Oct 6-9 Eastern Fall Nationals – Hershey, PA

2027

Feb 4-6 Annual Convention/National Awards – King of Prussia, PA

Feb 18-20 Winter Nationals – Melbourne, FL

Apr 8-10 Annual Grand Nationals/Zenith/

Southeastern Spring Nationals – Charlotte, NC

Jun 3-5 Eastern Spring Nationals – Fredericksburg, VA

Jun 6-11 Founders Tour – Winchester, VA

Jul 22-24 Central Spring Nationals – New Ulm, MN

Aug 25-28 Central Fall Nationals – Crystal Lake, IL

Sept 8-11 Special Fall Nationals – Vernon, NY

Sept 19-24 AAA Glidden Tour – Branson, MO

Oct 5-8 Eastern Fall Meet – Hershey, PA

Oct 25-29 Eastern Divisional Tour – Swedesboro, NJ

https://aaca.org/events/category/aaca-national-calendar/
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The North Alabama Region of the

Antique Automobile Club of America

Membership Application / Renewal

Local dues are $20 per year (Including monthly newsletter). Please bring this application to a meeting or 

mail it and a check made out to NAR to:

North Alabama Region - AACA

c/o Dave Robertson, 3503 Rolphmire Lane, Madison, AL 35757

Name/Spouse’s Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Child(ren)’s Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip Code ___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Birthday / Anniversary (Optional) _______________________________________________________________________

Member Sponsor (Optional) ____________________________________________________________________________

AACA Number ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership in the Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) is required. If you are not currently an 

AACA member, please let us know and we will send you a membership application or go to www.aaca.org 

to apply online. Dues are $45/year or $700/life including bi‐monthly newsletter. Student membership is 

$12/year.

Signature ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Antique Vehicles Owned (Optional)

Year Make Model Body Style

_______ __________________________ __________________________ __________________________

_______ __________________________ __________________________ __________________________

_______ __________________________ __________________________ __________________________

For more information about the club contact the President, Bob Ferenc (716) 380-0795

or visit the club website at https://nar-aaca.org


