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Greetings NAR,

As we enter the fall season, I can’t help but reflect on all that NAR has 

accomplished this year. Starting with our officers and board of directors, I 

cannot thank them enough for their support and advice in promoting and 

helping the growth of our club. To all our members who stepped up as 

volunteers, offered suggestions and advice, took pictures, and attended 

our business meetings and events. Thank you, everyone! I am looking 

forward to a great 2027 for NAR.

Now!

What is the 1st thing that comes to mind when you hear the word spring 

or summer? For many of us, it’s that urge, knowing that car shows and 

cruise-ins are about to start. We start asking ourselves, “Did I get 

everything done on my list? Did I forget something?

So, let's back up a little today. It's almost time to put away our classic till 

next year. For many of us, it’s time to start working on all those small and 

big projects that we promised to address while sitting around enjoying 

the sunny, warm days. That for sure will keep us busy in the upcoming 

colder days.

Our 63rd annual car show was a huge success. We received many 

compliments from the participants and vendors. The show was well 

organized and ran smoothly because of our chairman and our great 

group of volunteers. For that, I am greatly thankful. At our next business 

meeting in November, we will be going over the show results. What went 

well and what we need to change. Remember, we also have elections in 

the November meeting.

With Thanksgiving and Christmas right around the corner, we all have 

much to be thankful for. Friends, our health, and most of all, our family 

and our NAR family. So, enjoy the holidays, stay safe, and we will see y’all

on the road with all our great classics next year.

With warm regards,

Bob

https://nar-aaca.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/naraaca
https://nar-aaca.org/
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Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.

1. Old Business

• Pledge of Allegiance

• Welcome to our New Members

• Thanks to Kelly Entz and Al and Anna Emmi for snacks and drinks

• Secretary’s Report - Approved

• Treasurer’s Report - Approved

- 16 new members in 2026

• Show Chairman Report

- 68 online Registraions

- 29 Sponsors and Advertisement sales

• Facebook Report

- Jim True is reviewing and removing non-active members

- They will be invited to rejoin the club or move to the non-member public page

• Website Report - Green FMC

• Editor Report - Green FMC

• NAR Merchandise is available

• Sold & For Sale

- Jerry & Annette Carignan - sold their 1957 Pontiac

- Dan & Susan Wachtel purchased a 1967 corvette and a 1936 Ford

• NAR Show your Ride

- Eddie and Kim Letson / 1952 El Camino

- Roger Mays / 1952 Packard

• Barbara Faye Charette Obituary - With Deepest Sympathy

2. New Business

• Totcky Award - Renamed as the NAR Restoration Award

- Current Totcky award will be closed at the request of the family

- Trophy will be returned to the family

• Carl Berry Award

- Change in the nomination process: formerly limited to club members who are not officers

- New rule is eligible except the president

3. Upcoming Events

• NAR Cruise in canceled for the rest of 2026 - will resume next year in April

• Veterans Day Parade on November 11th - 2.25 miles long

- Need to know how many cars are attending - only 20 allowed

- Must be Side by Side to prevent gaps

• Many events upcoming for 2027

• Christmas Party on December 5th at Stovehouse

- Limited to 50 tickets

- 6:00 p.m. / Doors open

- 6:30 p.m. / Buffet dinner begins

• Planning for 2027

- Need guest speakers for next year

- Next month’s meeting will be holding nominations and elections for 2027 officers

> Vice-President

> Secretary

• Door Prize Time

Meeting Minutes / 22 October 2026 Joel Mason Secretary
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NAR Officers & Board Members Nominations for 2027

NAR Information

NAR Elections for 2027

NAR Officers: President / Bob Ferenc​

Vice President / Open Position

Secretary / Open Position

Treasurer / Dave Robertson​

Board Members: Wayne Scites

Jonathan Doumar

Jeff Slagle​

Ana Marie Emmi​

Treasurer’s Reports

September 2026

Reconciled Balance

• Checking $2,988.32

• Savings $22,087.24

• Petty Cash $100.00

October 2026

Reconciled Balance

• Checking $1,744.63

• Savings $24,100.14

• Petty Cash $100.00

NAR New Members for 2026

• Dylan & Tori Arnold 1930 Ford Model A

• Mike Barto 1971 Dodge Charger

1979 Dodge Lil Red Express

• Bill & Renee Binkley

• Alex Bonduris 1968 Chevrolet Chevelle

1968 Chevrolet El Camino

• Charles & Brenda Clark

• Henry Dihm

• Eugene & Laura Faulk

• Alan Hansen

• Robert Hayden

• Victor & Mary Mosley

Webmaster: Dave Dunlap​

Newsletter Editor: Tom Beam​

Social Media*: Jim True
*not a voted position​

• Ben & Liz Myers

• John & Melanie Nord 1963 Porsche 356B

• Gloria Roman 1955 Ford Fairlane

• Jon Roth

• Mark & Buffy Schneider 1969 Dodge Super Bee

1971 Dodge Challenger

1973 Plymouth Cuda

• Gary Smith

• Thomas Steele

• Michael & DeLee Steen 1963 Plymouth Valiant

• Chet & Cathey Young 1964 Chevrolet Chevelle

1976 Ford Stepside

At the upcoming November 19th NAR business meeting, nominations and voting will take place for 

the ​election of 2027 NAR officers and board members.​ 

Please note that the November 19th NAR business meeting has been moved forward by a week to the 3rd

Thursday of the month, due to the conflicting Thanksgiving holiday.​
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NAR Information

Upcoming NAR Events for 2027 

• ​We are planning a January Road Trip to The Brass Tap Restaurant in Hampton Cove. A great restaurant 

with good food and reasonable prices. Details to follow. ​

• ​The Deke Damson Museum tour. Date and details to follow. Lunch will be provided.​

• After a holiday and new year break, the ​NAR Cruise-In’s will starting again in April 2027, at Phil 

Sandoval’s, West Highway 72 in Madison from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.​

• ​The Dan Wachtel garage tour. Details to follow.​

• ​The Willis Johnson Car Museum. Yes, that’s correct! We are going back for everyone who missed the 

2026 visit. Planning for April or May 2027.​

• NAR will be participating in local Parades & Car Displays all around Huntsville.​

Veterans Day Parade

NAR is participating in the 2026 Huntsville Veterans Day Parade.

Date: Wednesday, 11 November 2026

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.​

• Only 20 vehicles allowed / 2 vehicles side by side / no single file / stay close, no gaps

• Parade theme: “Honoring All Who Served.” Provide patriotic or military theme decorations only​

• No unnecessary stopping / the event will be televised live​

• We will be assigned a staging area A, B or C, and an entry number. Information to follow​

• We will then proceed to lot K and proceed to an assigned lane by color. Information to follow.​

Parade organizers have requested the total number of NAR vehicles participating, so please let Bob Ferenc 

know your name and the type of vehicle ​that you will be driving.

NAR Christmas Party / Only 50 Tickets Will be Sold

Date: Saturday, 5 December 2026

Cost: $20.00

Time: Doors open at 6:00 p.m. / Buffet Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

Location: The Canteen at Stovehouse

Address: 3414 Governors Drive / Huntsville, AL 35805

Join us for a great buffet, music, prizes, a recap of the NAR year, special awards, and most of all, ​great 

fellowship with great friends!​

Payment can be made to Dave Robertson – cash, check or credit card​
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NAR Information

New NAR Members Sponsorship

Help with getting new members involved. When a new member joins our club through a current member, 

we need that member to act as a sponsor. The sponsor should call them to remind them about meetings, 

events, shows, etc. Let them know what is going on and encourage them to participate in upcoming NAR 

activities. Let them know we appreciate them joining our club.​

What If a person joins the club through the website and no sponsor is available? We need to have active 

members available to welcome them into our club. If you would like to share with new members what  

NAR is all about, please let us know.​

NAR Needs Members Help

​NAR is already in the planning stages for next year, and we need all members help!​

​Our goal is to increase club membership, increase attendance at our business meetings, and at NAR 

events. To do so, we need suggestions from our club members. So, what are we looking for?​

​Exciting and informative guest speakers at our business meetings. Speakers who will pique interest and 

provide informative and educational content. If you know someone or someone’s business, talk to them 

and let a NAR officer or a Board member know. And, it does not always have to be car-related.​

​We are always looking for interesting stories from our members. Do you have a great car story, a funny 

moment, or a milestone in your or your spouse’s life? What about a job or personal life accomplishment? 

Short or long, we would like to share your moment at a business meeting or in the Spoke Folks newsletter. ​

​Club events from museums, road trips to different restaurants, festivals, sporting events, garage crawls. If it 

interests you, the club may also be interested, too. Let us know!​

NAR Volunteers Get Involved

We are always looking for volunteers to help out with club activities. If you have time available, let us 

know. Your club officers and board of directors can always use your help. Making phone calls, helping out 

at an event, handing out flyers, or manning the membership table. It will not take much time, but it will be 

very helpful and appreciated. ​

Remember, we are “More Than A Car Club”. We are a group of people sharing the same interest. Our love 

and devotion to the automobile. For our club to grow, we do need everyone’s help. We need your 

suggestions, your idea’s, your thoughts. An hour here, an hour there will make a tremendous difference in 

our club. Thank you and remember that this is your club, and our goal is to make it an enjoyable 

experience that we all can be proud of.​
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NAR Information

What are you looking for?

• Need a special car part?

• Borrow a tool?

• Have a technical question?

• Need help on a project?

• Need to know who sells?

Let us know. More than likely, we can help. Go to the NAR Facebook 
private page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/naraaca and post 
what you need.

New NAR-AACA Mailchimp Club Email

Dave Robertson and Ana Clare-Emmi have been working on a new club 

email system called Mailchimp. Ana is sending out weekly reminders of 

car shows, cruise-in's, and other events. Please open your NAR-AACA 

emails and see what is happening within the club. We welcome any 

ideas and suggestions. And don't forget to go to the NAR Facebook 

private page for great articles, items for sale, car show pictures and a lot 

more information.

With sadness, we share the passing of our former NAR member Barbara Faye Charette, Hampton Cove, 

Alabama.

Barbara, born on 8 December 1946, passed away on October 3, 2026.

With Deepest Sympathy for Barbara Faye Charette
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NAR Information
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NAR Information

Totcky Award

At a previous Business meeting, we discussed that the Totcky family asked us to retire the award, and we 

decided to do so.​

We asked two club members, Chuck Nickey & Al Emmi, to review the current award criteria & make the 

necessary changes to bring it up to date. ​

The new award will be named “The NAR Restoration Award.”

A new trophy is currently being made and will be presented to someone at the Christmas party if the 

requirements are met. The current Totcky trophy will be returned to the family at our November Business 

Meeting.

The NAR Restoration Award

The NAR Restoration Award can be presented once a year to qualifying vehicle(s). An annual award is not 

required if no vehicles meet the criteria below. The NAR Restoration Award is awarded to the member/car 

combo meeting the following eligibility and selection criteria, as voted on by the club officers and board:

ELIGIBILITY

For eligibility purposes, “Restoration”:

May be a completed total-traditional restoration, or completion of extensive mechanical, body, interior, or 

preservation work without completing what we would technically call a full restoration.

Work can be accomplished over a period of years while owned by the club member; the award is for the 

overall body work completed while owned by the club member.

A vehicle is eligible to receive the award once; however, if a new restoration is completed under a new 

owner/family, the vehicle becomes eligible.

Multiple awards for incremental improvements will not be awarded, except in the case of significant 

damage or accident after the original award.

The award is for substantially completed work.

Restoration must have been accomplished while currently owned by the club member (not by another 

member, or before club member/family ownership).

The completed vehicle must have been displayed, driven to, or otherwise made available for viewing at an 

NAR activity, or shown at a car show, during the award year.

The vehicle is not eligible for a subsequent award for substantially the same work.

Continued
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NAR Information

The Carl Berry Award

Named for a former club member, it is presented to a club member recognized as having provided 

outstanding service to and promotion of the club during the year. The Berry Award is presented each year 

at the club’s annual Christmas party. Nominations can be made to any board member. Any member that is 

not an officer or on the board may be nominated for this award.​

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The officers & board members recently changed the Berry Award wording by removing;​

“Any member that is not an officer or on the board may be nominated for this award.”

It was replaced with;​

“Any member is eligible to be nominated for the Berry Award except the current NAR President.”​

SELECTION CRITERIA

Preference will be given to restoration accomplished by the club member him/herself, in whole or in part.

The degree of owner/family participation (as attested by the owner/family) should be considered.

This does not preclude eligibility for cars professionally restored in the owner/family’s direction.

The degree of improvement from the vehicle’s starting condition, including:

The scope and difficulty of the project

Quality of the work completed

Degree of owner/family involvement

Any unusual research, fabrication, parts sourcing, or other challenges involved in completing 

the project

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The NAR Restoration Award was established to replace the Totcky Trophy by order and approval of the 

NAR Officers and Board of Directors on this day, October 22, 2026.
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Show Your Ride

1952 Packard 1959 El Camino

Eddie & Kim Letson

The Road to Restoration​

This is Kim’s dad's car that​ we rebuilt piece by 

piece.​

It was love at first sight​ when Dad first spotted 

the​ 1959 El Camino muscle ​car resting in an 

open ​garage three years after it​ rolled off the 

assembly line.​

Dad loved and drove his ​car every day from 

1962 to ​1986. When Dad retired, so did his El 

Camino.​

The years of service had been hard on her. The 

long road traveled resulted in parts missing, rust 

consuming, and time taking its toll.

The El Camino was broken, unloved, and 

exposed to the elements, sitting in a run-down 

shed for seventeen long years. In 2003, the 

family decided to give her new life to what was 

once broken, rusty, and ruined. 

2.14 W
3.79 H

2.14 W
3.79 H

Roger Mays

A Tribute to My Brother Pete

I bought my 1952 Packard in​ February of this 

year.

I started​ out searching on eBay as I do​ almost 

every day. A low-mileage ​1949 Packard caught 

my ​attention at Charvet Classic ​Cars in 

Newberry, Oregon.​ I made an offer on it that was​ 

rejected.

So, I then searched​ their website and found the 

1952. After reviewing the VIN and description, I 

shifted my focus to purchasing the 1952. The 

main reason was a tribute to my brother, Pete, 

who was born on 21 May 1952 and died on 8 

September 2025.

After a little more research, I discovered that the 

last 3 digits of the motor number were 521. I 

also found out that the current owner passed on 

8 September 2025.

I decided then that I had to buy the 1952 

Packard as a tribute to my brother. ​

I named the car ”Petey”​
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Activities

NAR Display at Monark Grove Madison 11 October 2026

What a perfect Sunday at Monark Grove Madison!

Sunday was spent with the NAR AACA enjoying beautiful weather, amazing classic cars, and wonderful 
company! Monark Grove residents had such a great time making memories and enjoying this special day!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came out, shared their beautiful cars, and supporting residents.
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Activities

October NAR Business Meeting 22 October 2026

It was wonderful to see so many members come together, welcome new faces, and discuss the exciting 
things ahead for NAR, including our upcoming annual car show and the 2027 elections.

A big thank-you to everyone who attended, volunteered, and helped make the evening a success! We’re 
grateful to be part of such a great club and community.

Thank you, NAR family, for making it all happen!
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Activities

63rd NAR Annual Car Show 24 October 2026

Thanks to everyone who came to the 63rd NAR-AACA car show. NAR had a very successful show with over 
200 vehicles and many vendors. The weather was perfect, there was a record number of spectators.

Participants vehicles and show pictures are now available at www.nar-aaca.org. Go to the gallery.
Thank you again, and we will see you on October 23rd, 2027, for our 64th NAR annual car show.

Bob Ferenc
President NAR-AACA

http://www.nar-aaca.org/


15 November / December 2026NAR    AACA

NAR Merchandise

Quantities and sizes are limited so order today! Close out Price. Please bring exact cash amount.

To place order, please call or text Laurie Ferenc at (716) 380-0795. Laurie will bring your purchased items 

to the NAR monthly meeting after the date of purchase.

(1) NAR/AACA Magnetic Signs $10.00 / (2) $19.00

(2) Cap $12.00

(2) Visor $12.00

(3) Jackets / S, M, L, XL $48.00

(3) Jackets / 2X, 3X $50.00

(4) Printed T-Shirt / S, M, L, XL $15.00

(4) Printed T-Shirt / XXL, XXXL $16.50

(5) Gray Rocket Polo $18.75

• NAR/AACA Tote Bags $1.00

• Embroidered Long Sleeve T-Shirts $15.00

• Embroidered Short Sleeve T-Shirts $15.00

(1) (2) (3)

(5)(4) (4) (4)

• Men's Embroidered Cotton Polos $15.00

• Men's Embroidered Poly Polos $15.00

• Ladies Embroidered Cotton Polos $15.00

• Ladies Embroidered Poly Polos $15.00

• Printed T-Shirts / S,M,L,XL $10.00

• Printed T-Shirts / XXL/XXXL $11.00

• Printed Polos / S,M,L,XL $15.00

• Printed Polos / XXL, XXXL $17.00

• Dated Rocket T-Shirts $7.00

• Dated Rocket Polos $10.00

• Gray Rocket Polos $12.00
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NAR Article Andrew P. Collins The Drive

Classic Car Museum Closing Because Nobody Can Work on 

Carburetors Anymore. Now The Collection’s For Sale

The in-house mechanic is retiring and the Ohio auto museum can't run without him.

Snook’s Dream Cars, a nice-looking little car museum in Bowling Green, Ohio, is shutting down and liquidating after 24 

years. The resident mechanic is retiring, and when the owner wasn’t able to find another wrench who could keep the 

eclectic collection of old cars running, he decided to retire himself.

Longtime mechanic Terry Stetler, who maintained the museum’s fleet of American, European, and Japanese vehicles from 

bygone decades is ready to do something else with his life.

“With him retiring, I haven’t found anybody around that I would hire to be able to maintain the cars,” Mr. Snook said.

“Kids that come out of auto trade school, they don’t know about carburetors and old car stuff,” he said. “There’s just a 

lack of knowledge out there because it’s harder to keep old cars on the road without qualified, skilled, professional 

mechanics.”

Conceptually speaking, old cars are often easier to work on than new ones. There are typically fewer things to remove to 

access a part, and with fewer parts involved in general, trouble diagnosis can be more straightforward.

But the practical reality is a little more complicated. A bolt might be easier to reach, but if it hasn’t moved in 50 years, it 

could be a lot harder to break loose. Same goes for diagnosis. Carburetor tuning isn’t necessarily hard, but it is a bit of an 

art and there’s a lot of “feel” involved in old car maintenance, and it’s tough to understand without, well, a lot of 

experience.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, there’s the reality of the auto mechanic profession in general. There are not many 

jobs in the car world that revolve around keeping ancient cars running. And being the wrench guy at a small museum, 

well, it sounds really cool, but I’m guessing it’s not as lucrative as working in a commercial service bay where demand is 

high.

All that to say, even as a carb-owner and an old car head myself, I’m not particularly surprised that Snook’s Dream Cars 

couldn’t easily find a replacement for its seasoned pro house mechanic. Though it sure is a bummer.

If you love old cars like this, the best thing you can do is start learning how to maintain them. It’s only going to get 

harder to find shops willing to tinker with carburetors and distributor points.

Meanwhile, Snook’s collection will be auctioned through Hagerty in October 2026. The lineup is quite diverse, he had a 

WWII Jeep, Jag XKE, an early Datsun Z, and some streamliner-style American iron. The museum is scheduled to close the 

week of 11 October 2026.
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AACA Article

A unique way to make your local car show stand out from the rest is to create a 

special award to give out to the participants. We all go to a lot of car shows and 

receive plaques or trophies. With a little creativity and imagination, you can 

come up with a remembrance that highlights your event and gets people 

coming back in the future.

This might be based on where your car show is located or what type of event 

your car show is associated with. This September my Furniture land Chapter 

of the NC Region is hosting our 42nd consecutive annual car show on the 

grounds of the NC Transportation Museum in Spencer, NC. NCTM is located 

on the grounds of the former Southern Railway Maintenance Facility, which 

currently house a lot of train cars, cabooses & locomotives. As a result, 

we selected a rail theme for our award trophies. Each year we select a different 

type of rail car as our award. Many times we select an actual rail car which 

has recently been restored by the Museum.

A local furniture factory produces the blank award each year. I start out by 

creating a pattern which they use with their CNC router to cut the shape to 

be used that year from MDF. I then select a different color which they paint 

the blanks. Next step, I go to the local FastSigns franchise to have them 

develop a decal with the graphics and car show date, etc. to be applied on 

the train car. We have several work nights for our club members to complete 

the award plaques.

The result is a very unique award that people can take home to hang in a train order along the top of the wall in their 

garage. We also provide each of our sponsors with one of these train plaques, one of which has mounted them on the 

wall in his office.

Another special example is a trophy I received from the Cape Fear Chapter of the NC Region. Several years ago they 

hosted their meet on the grounds of the Battleship North Carolina docked in Wilmington, NC.

The Battleship at that time was having to replace some of the original teak decking, and they were offering the old 

decking for sale. The Chapter snapped up some of this historic teakwood and created an amazing plaque for their show 

winners.

As an elementary school child, I remember the State raising the money to bring the Battleship North Carolina back to 

Wilmington. We had fundraisers at all the local schools across the state help complete there location. So to me, having a 

piece of this historic battleship is so very special! It is one of my most special treasures hanging on the wall of my garage.

Another example is based on what the car show is part of. For many years, my Chapter hosted the car show at the 

Lexington, NC Barbeque Festival. This is a very big deal here in the South and one hundred thousand plus people attend 

the Festival. The car show is a big attraction and draws many people over for a look. We created trophy plaques for this 

event in the shape of a pig.

We have had several variations over the years and everyone really looked forward to them. This can be as simple as 

purchasing small plaques from Hobby Lobby and adding a pig decal with the information on it, to ordering the plaques 

in a pig shape with decals applied.

As you can tell I am a frequent customer at FastSigns!

Unique Awards to Make Your Event Special

Jack Harris 2026 VP AACA Finance and Budget

2026 Popular Choice Winner Trophy 

Created by NAR Member 

Jonathan Doumar
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AACA 2027 National Calendar

Please verify prior to making plans to attend any event listed.

https://aaca.org/events/category/aaca-national-calendar/

Feb 4-6 Annual Convention/National Awards – King of Prussia, PA

Feb 18-20 Winter Nationals – Melbourne, FL

Apr 8-10 Annual Grand Nationals/Zenith/

Southeastern Spring Nationals – Charlotte, NC

Jun 3-5 Eastern Spring Nationals – Fredericksburg, VA

Jun 6-11 Founders Tour – Winchester, VA

Jul 22-24 Central Spring Nationals – New Ulm, MN

Aug 25-28 Central Fall Nationals – Crystal Lake, IL

Sept 8-11 Special Fall Nationals – Vernon, NY

Sept 19-24 AAA Glidden Tour – Branson, MO

Oct 5-8 Eastern Fall Meet – Hershey, PA

Oct 25-29 Eastern Divisional Tour – Swedesboro, NJ

https://aaca.org/events/category/aaca-national-calendar/
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The North Alabama Region of the

Antique Automobile Club of America

Membership Application / Renewal

Local dues are $20 per year (Including monthly newsletter). Please bring this application to a meeting or 

mail it and a check made out to NAR to:

North Alabama Region - AACA

c/o Dave Robertson, 3503 Rolphmire Lane, Madison, AL 35757

Name/Spouse’s Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Child(ren)’s Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip Code ___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Birthday / Anniversary (Optional) _______________________________________________________________________

Member Sponsor (Optional) ____________________________________________________________________________

AACA Number ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership in the Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) is required. If you are not currently an 

AACA member, please let us know and we will send you a membership application or go to www.aaca.org 

to apply online. Dues are $45/year or $700/life including bi‐monthly newsletter. Student membership is 

$12/year.

Signature ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Antique Vehicles Owned (Optional)

Year Make Model Body Style

_______ __________________________ __________________________ __________________________

_______ __________________________ __________________________ __________________________

_______ __________________________ __________________________ __________________________

For more information about the club contact the President, Bob Ferenc (716) 380-0795

or visit the club website at https://nar-aaca.org


